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HARRY O- Its January 7TH, 1980, and we have Grandma (Ethel) and Grandpa (Oliver) Ames here with us in 
Southern California (San Dimas).  We’re listening to the rain fall down outside and we’ve had them here for about 
two weeks now. They are going to be going home shortly, and we want to get lots of comments from Grandpa about 
his life, and from Grandma about their life together and get them on tape now. All right, I think everything is 
juggled around now so Granddad’s voice will show up really well now. 
 

When were you born Grandpa? 
 
OLIVER - December the 8th, 1897 in 
Fairview Wyoming. 
 
HARRY O- And what was your father’s 
full name? 
 
OLIVER - Oliver Ames. 
 
HARRY O -Was that his full name? 
OLIVER -Yah, no initials 
 
HARRY O- what was your mother’s full 
name? 
 
OLIVER - Sarah Ann Jensen. 
ARRY O- And what were all the 
grandparent’s names? 
 
OLIVER - Ole Andersen Jensen on my 
mother’s side, and Grandma’s name was 
Margaret Ann Jolley Jensen.  
 

Oliver Jensen Ames, Oliver Ames, Sarah Ann Jensen, 
Annie Viola, and Olive May, about 1904 

Olive, Annie, Oliver, Ardell, Clara Belle Stephens, 
about 1913 
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Granddad Ames was Clark Carter Ames. 
And I didn’t know my grandmother Ames; she 

died before I was born. 
ETHEL- Her name was Francis Jane 
Beaven Ames. [She came with her father 
James Beavan to Salt Lake with the 

Brigham Young Company of 1848] 
 
HARRY O-What did she die of? 
OLIVER -I don’t know. 

 
HARRY O - And what are your earliest recollections as a child that stand out in your mind? 
 
OLIVER -Well I think when I was three years old or four, I got a rocking horse for Christmas. And I still had it 
when Harry was a baby, and some of the kids broke the neck off. 
 
HARRY O- A wooden rocking Harry horse? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, my first toy I remember. 
 
HARRY O- Was it handmade? Who made it do you remember? 

Frances Jane Beavan 1836-1899 Clark Carter Ames 

Ole Andersen Jensen   Margaret Ann Jolley 
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OLIVER - No, I don’t know, it was manufactured. I got it for Christmas. 
 
HARRY O- What did your dad do for a living? 
 
OLIVER - Well, he was a musician, and he worked on ranches, he was part owner of a ranch there in Fairview when 
I was that age. 
 
HARRY O- So he had a ranch in Fairview. What kind of an instrument did he play? What do you mean when say he 
was a professional musician? 
 
OLIVER - Well, it was a coronet, and he used to play for dances 
all around. 
 
HARRY O-Did he have his own band? 
 
OLIVER - No, it was the Fairview band.  
 
HARRY O- They played Star Valley and that area? 
 
OLIVER -Yah 
 
HARRY O- What was his principle living; how did he make most 
of his money? 
 
OLIVER - Well, he used to shear sheep all the time in the spring of the year. And then ranching. 
 
HARRY O- Did he own a ranch? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, he and Lon Kennington owned a ranch together there in Fairview. 
 
HARRY O - How big was it? 
 
OLIVER -I don’t know, about a hundred acres I guess, hundred and sixty. 
 
HARRY O- Did you remember your house when you were living in Fairview, do you remember anything about it, 
what did it look like? 
 

OLIVER -Well, it was a log cabin with an outhouse; two 
rooms. 
 
 
HARRY O- When did you move to Etna? 
 
OLIVER -Oh I was about eight, nine, years old, no I was 
younger than that, I think I was seven when we moved 
down to Etna to stay. [About 1904]  
 
HARRY O- What kind of things were you interested in 
when you were really small like that age, four, five, six, 
and seven years old, do you recall anything that you really 
liked to do, or enjoyed? 
 
ETHEL- Teased the girls 

 
HARRY O-Grandma says “teased the girls.” 

Etna Wyoming in 1920 

First Band in Fairview, Wyoming 
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OLIVER -Ha ha ha ,  I used to do plenty of that…. I used to always like to go with dad to the ranch whenever he’d 
go down there you know, I  used to go down with him. 
 
HARRY O- What would you do with him…I guess that was all horse and buggy days wasn’t it … Riding horses? 
 
OLIVER -Yah , it took us a full day to make 35 miles from Fairview to our ranch. We’d stop in the narrows for 
lunch, and let the horses eat and rest, and then we’d go on down to the ranch. 
 
HARRY O-Would you go down with him by yourself? 
 
OLIVER - Yah , just he and I would go generally. But we used to go back and forth, we’d go down there to the 
ranch, and then we’d come back to Fairview for the winter, we stayed in Fairview in the winter time. 
 
HARRY O-So when you went to the ranch you’d be there for a whole summer? 
 
OLIVER -Yah 
 
HARRY O-So he had a ranch in Fairview, and in Etna? 
 
OLIVER -Well, he was selling the ranch in Fairview at the time, and when he went down there and filed on this 
ranch see, and then we eventually went down there, had to live down there to prove up on it. He had to go down and 
do so much work on it to hold it, and that’s what we did. 
 
 
HARRY O-When, let’s see you had how many brothers and sisters? 
 
OLIVER -I had one brother and two sisters. 
 
HARRY O- Uncle Ardell… 
 
ETHEL- Four sisters! 
  
HARRY O-Aunt Annie, and Aunt Ollie, and then you had two sisters 
 
OLIVER - who died when they were born. 
 
ETHEL- In infancy. 
 
HARRY O- And they weren’t twins? 
 
OLIVER - No, No, one lived a month I think. 
 
HARRY O- Were they given names? 
 
OLIVER - Yah, Georgia Fay, and Sarah Vilate 
 
HARRY O- Which one was born first, do you remember? 
 
 OLIVER - Sarah Vilate, I think she was older than Ollie was. 
 
 HARRY O- So who was born first of all the brothers and sisters? 
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OLIVER -Well I was born first, and then Olive May, 
and Sarah Vilate, and then Annie Viola, then 
Georgia Fay, and then Ardell. [William Ardell]  
 
HARRY O- What’s the first thing that you recall, or 
what stands out in your mind when you were a very 
small child about your mother? 
 
OLIVER - Well, she was just the only person there 
was when we were little. She had the care of us kids 
all the time until I was seven or eight years old, then 
I used to go with dad down to the ranch. 
 
HARRY O- What kind of a mother was she, was she 
a cuddler, or did she keep you really disciplined? 
 
OLIVER - OH yes, we were well disciplined 
 

HARRY O- Well loved. 
 
ETHEL-She was a wonderful woman in every way, she lived her religion, had all the faith in the world in the 
gospel. 
 
HARRY O- Were all of your brothers and sisters and your  dad and mother…how far back before there weren’t any 
Mormons in the family? 
 
OLIVER -Well, mom and dad were both Mormons before I was born, my grandparents were too. My Grandfather 
Ole Jensen came over from Sweden when he was 14 or 18 years old. Grandfather Ames, he was born in the United 
states. 

1976 Photo with Oliver, Annie (Corsi) and Ardell Ames 
Siblings 
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 HARRY O- 
Where did they 
hail from? 
 
OLIVER -Well as 
near as we know, 
the first ones that 
came over from 
Scotland was his 
brother came over 
with the 
Norsemen, and 
then they went 
back, and my 
grandfather, then 
his brother, came 
back, and he was 
only 14 years old, 
and finally he got 
married here in the 
United States. 
[see Ira Ames 
History for more 
accurate details.] 
 

HARRY O- Now, were these Ames you were talking about? 
 
OLIVER - Yah, they were Ames. 
 

HARRY O- So the Ames that I get my name from hail from Scotland? 
 
 
OLIVER -Yah, they came all the way down the line, and they built the railroad, and everything else across the 
United States.  [This was a common misunderstanding among the Ames clan.  The Ames who built the continental 
railroad, Ira and Oaks were not in our family line - HOA] 
 
HARRY O- But I thought the Ames came from England 
 
OLIVER -No, Scotsmen 
 
 HARRY O- Well they must have gone into Scotland from England. 
 
OLIVER - Yah , they were English. 
 
HARRY O-Well, we will check against the genealogy sheets, I just want to get grandpa’s recollections. 
 
OLIVER - I’m just  giving you  what I remember about it, and what I think I, know about it . Those Ames up on the 
Ames Monument above Laramie, they were our relatives, the ones that built the railroad from there into Utah. 
 
HARRY O- Ira and Oaks Ames.  [Sadly, not a fact.  Although Ira Ames is our ancestor, he joined the Mormon 
Church and crossed the plains with the Saints, settling in Wellsville, Utah … HOA] 
 
HARRY O- Getting back to your home life, how did you get along with your brothers and sisters? 
 

IRA AMES  1804-1869 

OLE ANDERSEN JENSEN 1838-1922 
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OLIVER - I used to tease them all the time. Yah we always got along well. 
 
HARRY O-Were you and Ardell buddies, or did you act more as just a big brother? 
 
OLIVER - Well I was 12 years older than he was, Yah, I used to cart him around all the time. 
 
HARRY O-Do you remember any Christmases when you were that small, was it a big deal then like it is now? 
 
OLIVER - I only remember the Christmas when I got my hobby horse. 
 
HARRY O- Did you have a Christmas tree? 
 
OLIVER -No never did have Christmas trees. They just hanged up a sock. 
 
HARRY O-Did you have a big fire place? 
 
OLIVER -No, just a wooden cook stove and a wood heater. 
 
HARRY O- Do you remember using the outhouse? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yes , ha ha, you don’t want be to put all that on! 
 
HARRY O-Sure I do, tell me about the outhouse. 
 
OLIVER -But in the winter, that old outhouse it would freeze right up, and I would have to go out with the axe, and 
chop it down. 
 
HARRY O- Oh, even in the hole? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, it would freeze solid, and that was always my job. 
 
HARRY O-Well why did it get so full?  When it got so full, didn’t you move the outhouse to another spot, and dig 
another hole? 
 
OLIVER -Too much snow, you couldn’t move it till spring. 
 
HARRY O-So when it got ice on it, you had the task of going out with the axe, and making room for the next guy. 
 
OLIVER -Ha ha,Yah. 
 
HARRY O-Grandma is cracking up over here… Ha ha. 
 
OLIVER -She wanted to hear it. 
 
HARRY O-I wanted to hear it.  I’ve never had to use an outhouse in the winter.  Sounds like an interesting, 
intriguing…… 
 
OLIVER -Interesting is right, as long as there were Montgomery catalogues for toilet paper. 
 
HARRY O-Now, we hear that, is that actually true that people used catalogues for toilet paper? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yah, you never saw toilet paper until I was pretty well grown. 
 
HARRY O-Did you ever use corn cobs. 
 
OLIVER -No, we never raised any corn. 
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HARRY O-Arthur Godfrey says that “rougher than cob” stems from back in the days in Iowa where they grew corn, 
they used old corn cobs for toilet paper. Do you have recollections about anything you experienced when you were 
really young that stands out in your mind other than the hobby horse or going hunting or fishing? 
 
OLIVER - Well, now you’re getting to things that I can remember. Yah, we used to go hunting all the time even 
when I was eight. Nine years old up Grays River, after elk. Then when I was ten years old, I shot my first elk. We 
were trailing down through the snow in a canyon up Grays River, and we saw this old bull lying down there, his 
horns sticking up; so dad says, “here’s your chance, if you miss him, you are going to wait  another year before you 
ever get a shot!”  So I didn’t miss him , I shot him in the neck. 
 
HARRY O-Do You remember your gun, was it your dads gun, or did you have one of your own? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, it was my dad’s old 30/40. 
 
HARRY O-Do you know where that gun is now? 
 
OLIVER -Yes, Ardell gave it away, gave it to Ken Brown a long time ago. 
 
HARRY O- Do you have anything of your dads? Do you have anything that he owned? 
 
OLIVER -No. 
 
ETHEL-You told me you were twelve when you shot your first deer. 
 
HARRY O-Did you get all excited, and jump up and down? 
 
OLIVER -He had let me shoot the gun before we went hunting.  I’d shot a coyote, or two with it on the ranch before 
we went hunting. 
 
HARRY O-Did you have to have hunting licenses in those days? 
 
OLIVER -No. 
 
 HARRY O- How about fishing, did you go fishing when you were little? 
 
[I think the grandpa mentioned below was Clark Carter Ames] 
 
OLIVER -When I was little, in the summer, I’d go fishing every day with Grandpa Ames cause he was old and 
crippled up, he’d  sit down  in the old whirl hole below the old house about a mile, and hang his feet over the bank, 
and go to sleep, and I had to be with him to keep him awake.  So he wouldn’t fall in. And I was a little kid, and I got 
so I would run out and hide in the sage brush up above home when I’d see him looking for his fishing pole. 
 
HARRY O-‘Cause you didn’t want to go and just…. 
 
OLIVER -I didn’t want to go. 
 
HARRY O-Didn’t you fish while you were with him? 
 
OLIVER -No, I got so I never fished until I was 25 years old before I ever threw in a line. He wouldn’t catch any 
fish.  He caught two fish one day -- the only fish I remember him catching. 
 
Harry O- Did you have to bait the hook for him? 
 
OLIVER -No, but I had to catch the bait. 
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HARRY O- What were you using for bait? 
 
OLIVER -Grasshoppers. That part wasn’t bad. 
 
HARRY O-Did you take a lunch with you? 
 
OLIVER -No, but he had those little bull Durham sacks and I’d get one of those full of grasshoppers, and that was 
his bait.  
 
HARRY O-What are your other hunting and fishing experiences when you were very small? 
 
OLIVER - Well, from then on, I used to go hunting every fall about two or three times. But with dad, see, until I got 
older along in my teens, 15, 14, along in there.  I’d just go out with my neighbors, Johnny and Jess Brummley.  I’d 
go out with them and get their elk for them. 
 
HARRY O-Did your dad have any brothers who lived around close by? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, Clark, and uncle Hyrum both lived there and uncle Phil.  They were his brothers they were the only 
brothers. [Clark Ezra Ames; Hyrum Beavan Ames; Phillip Henry Ames ] 
 
HARRY O-He had three brothers? 
 
OLIVER -Oh no, he had several brothers; part of his brothers lived in Gentile valley.  Over around Grace, Idaho. 
 
HARRY O- So he had a big family, he came from a really large family? 
 
OLIVER -Yes, he had three or four sisters, and Uncle Charlie and Uncle Hiram, Uncle Phil, Uncle Dan, and Uncle 
Joe and Uncle Jim.  [Clark Ezra Ames; Joseph Arnold Ames; Frances Charity Ames; Ira James; Hyrum Beavan; 
Philip Henry; Daniel Beavin; Elizabeth Harriet; Abraham Charles; Clarissa May Ames and Oliver Ames.] 
  
HARRY O- Did they get together frequently? 
 
OLIVER -No, they did while they all lived there, but they all moved away from Dad. And Uncle Clark, he died 
there. His ranch was right close to ours. 
 
 ETHEL-And you had a lot of association with some of your mother’s brothers. Your Uncle Merlin, Uncle Rubin, 
and Uncle Roy. 
 
 OLIVER - Uncle Roy, they used to come down there a lot, but they weren’t help, they visited all the time. 
 
HARRY O-You didn’t have big family get-togethers real regularly? 
 
OLIVER - During the winter we used to.  Lena Wolfley, that was uncle Clarks daughter, she married Fred Wolfley 
and John Ames and his wife, they used to get together there in the winter once in a while, so much snow, we 
couldn’t  get the horses out, we’d go across the crusted snow, go up there, a lot  of times and stay all night, and visit  
back and forth. 
 
HARRY O-What kind of social life did the people in Star Valley, Etna, and Fairview area have? 
 
OLIVER -Their social life was just visiting  
 
ETHEL-And dancing. 
 
OLIVER -Oh, they used to have dances every week or so at the church houses 
 
HARRY O-Do you remember going to church as a little boy? 
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OLIVER -Oh yes, regularly, mother used to keep us in church pretty regular. But we were… our closest church was 
five miles from home, and in the winter, a lot  of times the snow would keep us from going anywhere, but  when we 
could go , we would get up to Etna to church. 
 
HARRY O- How about your dad, did he go along with the church like your mom? 
 
OLIVER -Well, part of the time, he wasn’t very religious. 
 
HARRY O-How do you feel about him, do you feel good about your dad, really like him? 
 
OLIVER -Oh, yah, yah. 
 
Harry O- What kind of man was he?  Can you describe him physically? 
 
OLIVER -Well he was a big man, he was six-foot-tall, six foot one inch I think it was. and he weighed about 260 
pounds. I weighed 280 at one time, do you remember?  I just got real fat, and went on a diet, and got back down to 
190. 
 
HARRY O-How about your mother, what kind of a lady was she? 
 
OLIVER -She wasn’t very big, a little bigger than Louise, dark hair, brown hair. 
 
HARRY O-Do you remember the names of any of your friends, or were you so far apart from people that you didn’t 
really have friends of your own. 
 
OLIVER -No I had relatives, Parley and Fred Ames, Uncle Clark’s boys, they were our friends, and the Corsi boys. 
 
ETHEL-And girls, you married one of them! 
 
OLIVER -Well, that’s the only one that I cared about. The old man Corsi didn’t like me. 
 
HARRY O-well, Who was your best friend? 
 
OLIVER -Well, when… Parley and Fred were the ones that I was close to. 
 
HARRY O-First cousins? 
 
OLIVER - Yah, And Ivan Jensen. 
 
HARRY O- Were they your age? 
 
OLIVER -They were older than me, both of them. 
 
ETHEL-Tell him about your dads first car. 
 
OLIVER - It was a Buick, a four cylinder Buick, you know it was open,  and it had been used, and he bought that. 
 
HARRY O-Do You remember what year it was.  Was it a pretty exciting time, for the first ride? 
 
OLIVER - The first car ride I ever had was with Doc Beal.  He was a doctor that came over from Montpelier.  
Anyway, that was when I was going to school in Afton, and he got me to drive him down to the lower valley in his 
car, he had a Dodge and I drove him down the lower valley.  He had two or three places he wanted to go to and I 
knew where they lived, so I drove for him. 
 
HARRY O-And you didn’t even know how to drive. 
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OLIVER -Oh I learned that easy. 
 
HARRY O-You just jumped in and drove. 
 
OLIVER -Yah , well, you couldn’t go over about 15 or 20 miles an hour anyway. 
 
HARRY O-Did you have a flat tire the first time? It seems like they are always talking about how in the old cars, 
you’d go two or three miles, and change a tire. 
 
OLIVER -No, that’s wrong, those old tires, we used to go a long way! 
 
HARRY O-Did you have a lot of break downs in those early old cars. 
 
OLIVER -No, those old cars were built tough, gasoline was cheap, so they never worried about the mileage. 
 
HARRY O-How did you  get gasoline for the first cars, in drums? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, and they would put them up on stands, and measure it out in buckets. 
 
HARRY O -Well, that’s too far down the road; let’s get back to where you were. When you were little, what kind of 
medical services did you have? Were there hospitals around there? 
 
OLIVER -No, no, old Doc West, we had another doctor at the time Doc West was there too. Doc West the main 
doctor we had in there for years, and years, 
 
HARRY O-Back to Doc West in just a minute.  The Ford was in 1918 and the Buick was just a few years before that 
as your first family car? 
 
OLIVER - Yah, they got the Ford before I was married I think.  Yah, because old Doc was in Montpelier, he came 
over there, he had me drive him down, he had an old open  Dodge, and at the time, dad was looking around for  a car 
of some kind, and Doc West had a Ford and dad wouldn’t buy one, he didn’t like a Ford. But he got this Buick in 
1914, and we drove that until it was wore out. Then when he got the mail contract, the first one, we ran with horses 
from Freedom to Alpine.  In winter, we used horses as far as our ranch, then I took it on snow shoes from there to 
Alpine. But, he had the Buick, then the next one he got, he got a Ford, oh, he bought another old car, I think what it 
was before he got the Ford. It was kind of a lemon. He didn’t give much for it and it didn’t do us much good. That 
was when Harry was a baby when he got that one, and then he bought two Ford trucks when we first started hauling 
the mail from Montpelier to Afton.  In the 20’s, we used them in the summer.  The first winter, they started opening 
the road, so we ran trucks all the time. 
 
HARRY O-Let’s get back to your doctors and medical services around your area there.  
 
1904  Dr. G. W. West, a graduate of Barns Medical School of Washington University, St. Louis Mo., came to Afton, 
where he lived until his death. He delivered over 4,000 babies as a general practitioner before his retirement. He 
served as County Health Officer and weathered a number of epidemics, including the Spanish Influenza outbreak of 
1918 and a smallpox epidemic some years later. His home was used as a hospital and was seldom without patients. 
His kitchen was his operating room. He made office calls everywhere in the Valley.   - Star Valley Historical Society 
- 
 
OLIVER - Doc Worthen would be one. 
 
HARRY O-Back in the early days, if you needed a doctor, did he just come around to community on a scheduled 
day? 
 
 OLIVER -No, just when he was called, and had to come. When I had my ribs busted. 
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HARRY O- How did you get your ribs busted? 
 
OLIVER -Well, I was off sawing wood for people over in Glen, and when I came home, Joe Stevens come along 
that night to put his team of horses in the stall in next to mine, and when I walked past this one horse kicked me, and 
broke these ribs and mashed them in, I had to lay there all night, and hold them up with my fingers, till the doctor 
could get down, and he came down the next morning on a horse. He came down as far as Freedom, and couldn’t 
come any farther with his rig, so he hired a saddle horse, and came on down to the ranch.  That was nine miles he 
came down and patched me up. 
 
HARRY O- What was his name, do you remember? 
 
OLIVER -wasn’t Doc West, I can’t think of his name. 
 
HARRY O-So if somebody got sick, somebody had to go find the doctor, and whatever amount of time it took to 
find him, and for him to get…… 
 
OLIVER -No we’d have to take a saddle horse to Freedom, to call the doctor at Afton. 
 
HARRY O-You were always fond of horses. Did you have a horse when you were a little guy, all your own? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yes. 
 
 Harry O- What was your first horse’s name? 
 
OLIVER - Ginger, I rode Ginger when I was just a little bitty kid about like about like you’re  (My son Michael)  
about three or four years old. He died I’ve got a picture there in our pictures somewhere of me riding that little 
horse. 
 
HARRY O- Did the horse, what did the horse die of? 
 
OLIVER -I don’t remember. 
 
HARRY O- Was it a young horse? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, a young horse. 
 
HARRY O- Did the farmers and ranchers use veterinarians in those days when a horse or other animal got sick? 
 
OLIVER -Well, there wasn’t any veterinarian around. Every farmer was a horse doctor. The only thing that used to 
bother them was colic, and they always had a remedy for that. But a lot of them died too.  We had about 15 or 20 
head horses all the time at the ranch. 
 
HARRY O-Can you name all the horse that you have owned? 
 
 OLIVER -No I can’t. 
 
HARRY O-What horse came after Ginger? 
 
OLIVER -I don’t remember. 
 
HARRY O-What was your favorite horse over all the years that you have had horses? 
 
OLIVER -I had a lot of favorites. 
 
Harry O-Did you have a dog when you were little that was you own a particular friend? 
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OLIVER - We always had dogs; all the dogs we had were family dogs. 
 
ETHEL- One of the horse was always a great favorite; he was the one he had that was called Lady. 
 

OLIVER - Yah, old Lady, but that was later. I had old Ginger, Bell, Gyp, 
Chub, Charlie, Flora, Blossom, they were after. 
 
HARRY O- Did you pick the names? 
 
OLIVER -Well, we bought them from Ed Lieber. One of them was twelve, and 
the other was thirteen when we bought them, they never had a rope on them.  
He had an old mare that had these colts see, and he tried to catch them and he 
would go out and these colts they would think the old mare was around and he 
couldn’t catch anything.  So he would always get me to go down and help him 
round them up. So this one time he says “well I’d just about trade them off.” 
Now we had tried to get them a long time ago, but he said he would trade for 
old Ginger and another black horse we had there, but they were gentle horses. 
He said, “you can have those doggon’ things.” So we got them caught and got 
them home and I used them all the time. We used to run races with them. 
 
HARRY O-Did you break your own horses? 
 
OLIVER -Always! Well, when I was a kid, dad used to break them to drive all 
the time. He had a big old horse that he always hitched up to lead the ones to 

drive with.  The saddle horses, we never did have a horse that would buck. 
 
HARRY O-That’s just in the movies? 
 
 Oliver -Yah. Oh, you take a colt and you start handling him and get on him to understand that he’s not to do any of 
that stuff, and he don’t. 
 
ETHEL-Tell Harry about your experiences when you were up in high school in Afton. 
 

  Oliver on backpacking trip 
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OLIVER -Like what? 

 
ETHEL- Where did you get that horse that you rode down to the ranch that one weekend when you were so 
homesick? 
 
 OLIVER -I rode a bicycle. 
 
ETHEL- Was it a bicycle? 
 
 OLIVER -Yah. I borrowed a bicycle and rode down home, but I left it before I got home, I hid it in the sage brush. 
 
ETHEL-He wasn’t supposed to go home. 

 
HARRY O-from Afton? 
 
OLIVER -Yah. 
 
HARRY O- Who did you stay with while you were in Afton? 
 
OLIVER -Emily Call, one of old A.V.’s wives. [Anson Vasco Call] Charlie Call’s mother. You knew Charlie Call? 
 
HARRY O-No, just the name. Old A.V. Call was the local polygamist? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yes, he had about three or four wives there. A big family by every one of them. 
 
HARRY O-You were supposed to stay in Afton, but one day you borrowed a bike and rode…. 
 

Rock High School, Afton 
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OLIVER -I wanted to get home so I borrowed his bike. 
 
HARRY O-were you just homesick? 
 
OLIVER -Yah , homesick right form  the first I started school. They finally got out of me Harry how I got home. So 
they hauled the bike back when they took me back to school. 
 
HARRY O-How long did it take you to ride the bike those 35 miles? 
 
OLIVER - Oh, not very long. As soon as I got out of school, about 2:30, then I got down home by dark. You can go 
pretty fast when you are homesick. I would hate to try that now. 
 
 HARRY O- Let’s talk about your early education. How did your early education go? When did you start? Where? 
 
OLIVER -Well, mother taught me at home, and when I went to school, I went to the first three Grades in the first 
week, and   then I spent three years in Grade school and  the last year  I taught part of the winter. We only had about 
7 or 8 kids, or 9. 
 
HARRY O-Did they have a regular schoolhouse? 
 
OLIVER -Oh Yah.  Dad instigated to build a schoolhouse there. Him and Lloyd Mc Neil, and E. W. and old man Ed 
Leaver, he was an old bachelor friend.   He was trustee and a carpenter, and he built the schoolhouse, and the other 

fellows helped him. They got the logs out and sawed them right there in 
our mill. And the mill was right by our place. It was a pretty cheap 
schoolhouse, but anyhow, that was the schoolhouse we had. 
 
ETHEL-Who was your first teacher? 
 
OLIVER -Margaret Foley. I believe she was a girl from Cheyenne. 
Between her and me, we taught school. She in the first year, then the next 
year.   Charlie Humphrey taught there four or five years. But I was only 
with him for a year. Then I went to Thayne to take the state examination in 
the spring. So I graduated then. 
 
HARRY O-When you first went to school, how old were you? 
 
OLIVER -I must have been 9 or ten years old. 
 
HARRY O-Then you were helping teach when you were how old? 
 
OLIVER -10 or 11. My dad taught math. And my mother had all the books 
that we needed. They didn’t have anything but history, and language, 
geography, and arithmetic. That was about all. Spelling. And we did have 

readers. 
 
HARRY O-They had them right there in your home? 
 
OLIVER -Yah. 
 
 HARRY O-Were your mom and dad pretty well educated people? 
 
 OLIVER -Down in Clarkston I think. 
 
HARRY O-Was that uncommon for that period of time. Everyone could pretty well read? 
 

"Old" Ed Leaver 
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 OLIVER - No, most of the men would go to school, and learn to read and write, but mother learned to read and 
write, but she never got any school credits. 
 
HARRY O-But that part of Wyoming as a whole, were most of the people very literate in reading and mathematics? 
 
OLIVER -Well, not at first, but as time went on, they soon got to it. 
 
HARRY O-Were there newspapers that came into that area regularly that everybody would read? 
 
OLIVER -Montgomery catalog was the big book that we read. 
 
HARRY O-But other than that, you really didn’t know what was happening in the rest of the United States? 
 
OLIVER -No, no. 
 
HARRY O-Did they keep track of who was president? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yes, the First World War happened when I was going to high school in Afton  and about  once a week 
(some person)would get the news and he would come to the picture show and during the picture show, they would 
give him about half an hour to get up on the stage and tell all the news. 
 
HARRY O-Where would he get his information from? 
 
OLIVER -I don’t know. Maybe made part of it up. He was that kind of a guy. 
 
 HARRY O-How often did the movies show in Star Valley? 
 
OLIVER -Well, they had a picture show every night. I guess, not on Sunday. The tickets were five cents each. 
 
HARRY O-Did they have an organ or piano that accompanied the silent films then? 
 
OLIVER -No.  
 
HARRY O-So everyone would sit in there quiet, and watch it flicker on the screen? 
 
OLIVER -Yah. 
 
HARRY O-Was that a pretty exciting thing, the first time you saw it? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yes, we got a kick out of that. They were better shows than they are now. What are the two old 
comedians that we don’t see any more? 
 
HARRY O-Laurel-and Hardy? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, they always had one of them. Couple of old funny guys. 
 
 ETHEL-Lots of western movies. 
 
OLIVER -They were all western, just about. 
 
ETHEL-They had a serial every week. 
 
HARRY O-So you weren’t kept appraised on everyday basis about what the Persians were doing or the Germans 
were doing. 
 
OLIVER -Yah, while the war was going on, they kept us all pretty well informed by word of mouth. 
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HARRY O-When did the Star Valley Independent newspaper start up? 
 
OLIVER -Well it was about that time or thereafter. Old Roland Call’s dad and Truman started it. In about the 
twenties. 
 
HARRY O-When was the first time anybody came through Star Valley in an airplane. Do you remember that? 
 
 OLIVER -Well, we left before the first airplane. We read about them, but there were never any that came around 
that way. I don’t remember when we saw the first airplane. 
 
HARRY O-When did you learn to play the coronet? 
 
OLIVER -Dad taught me when I was a little kid about 10, 12 years old.   He taught violin lessons to the neighbors 
around. 
 
HARRY O- So when did you start playing in bands? 
 
OLIVER -Right after I got in grade school. When I started to teach, then I organized an orchestra. We would have 
four or five instruments, and go out and play for dances, out in the Big Piney area before we were married. 
 
HARRY O-Did you play in bands when you were in high school? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, and I used to sing too. With Archie Gardner, no the one who went to Cheyenne. When the school 
had a concert, we had to sing about three songs. I don’t know why they ever let me sing, but I did. 
 
 ETHEL-He had a good voice. Tell him some of the things you used to do when you were a teenager before you got 
married. 
 
HARRY O-Did you ever   get into any mischief when you were a teenager? 
 
OLIVER -No, never got in any mischief or maybe a fight or two, but that was once in a while. 
 
ETHEL-You said you and Elmo used to do lots of things when you were teenagers that were upsetting to some 
people. 
 
OLIVER -Well, we got drunk once, Dad sent us to Afton to get a new wagon, and we got this new wagon and we 
rode the horses up there with harnesses on, all the way from the ranch to Afton bare-back. When we got up there, we 
got this wagon. We got drunk that night, I don’t know why, but we did.  First whiskey I had ever tasted. Elmo’s 
older brother was there. That was what he liked, whiskey. Anyway, going home the next day, we got down to 
Freedom, and Lonny Baker and Either.  We didn’t like them either one of them, so when we were still half drunk, 
we stopped there, and tried to get them to fight with us. But they wouldn’t fight   Old Either got to be pretty good 
friend of mine years after.   Silly things like that, you wouldn’t want on your tape. 
 
ETHEL-Tell him about your wrestling. 
 
OLIVER -I Did a lot of wrestling. The heavy weight champ in Star Valley for a long while. 
 
HARRY O-You would take on all comers? Did they organize sports in the school then, like we do now, where 
schools go compete on with another, when you were champ? 
 
OLIVER -Well, we had it in the school, Montpelier, Paris, competing with each other. No football, some basketball, 
and baseball in the summer.   Every little town had a baseball team each play against the other. I was always the 
catcher. Dad was the catcher for? They had a good baseball team. 
 
HARRY O -Did they give the teams names? 
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OLIVER -No, just the names of the town. Frank Gardner, he was Afton’s pitcher on the baseball team. He was 
good. He was the best pitcher they ever had in Afton there. That was Rex’s dad. We used to have a lot of fun. 
 
 HARRY O-You didn’t ever want for something to do then did you?  
 
OLIVER -Oh no, when I was a young kid, I just lived from hunting season to the next. 
 
HARRY O-That was the highlight of your life hunting? 
 
 OLIVER -I knew her, (Ethel), about a week when I first took her out hunting. We went over with Dad and Gus 
Patella, had the camp made up the river. And we drove over in my old car with Mother and the next morning we 
went up there, and that day we went out and I shot the elk and then we came home. 
 
ETHEL-Your dad and Gus helped you get it down to camp. 
 
 OLIVER -Yah, then we drove back to Opal to teach. 
 
ETHEL-No we drove back to Afton that night and stayed with your mother, then we went back to Opal the next day. 
 
HARRY O-Did you ever let her shoot anything? 
 
OLIVER -Ha ha ha, yes we were hunting deer up Snake River, that’s when we taught in Jackson. This little deer 
walked along out through the brush just a little bit below us, so I had her shoot it. It dropped, and then got up and 
started wandering off and making a fuss and Ethel started to bawl. And she swears right now, that she didn’t shoot at 
it, but she shot it. I had to shoot it again. I had to kill it 
 
 ETHEL-I don’t remember shooting it at all. 
 
OLIVER -She had a lot of experiences the first year she was in Wyoming, I’ll tell you. 
 
HARRY O-Were going to call it quits for tonight, cause I’m fading fast. We’ll follow it up on the next side of the 
tape. 
 
HARRY O- Grandma and Grandpa are going to back to Ogden, its rainy here in Southern California, just like it was 
the last time we talked. We covered Grandpas life pretty well up through the time he was 18, or 19, and that’s where 
this will pick up. Its January 9th now, Grandpa.  Let’s talk about your love life. How you met your wife, Your Wife 
Etta.  Was that her full name? 
 
OLIVER -Yah Etta that was her first name.  
 
HARRY O-Did she have a middle name?  
 
OLIVER -McMenamy.  [Margaret] 
 
HARRY O-So did she use the middle initial M? How did you meet her? 
 
OLIVER -Oh, we were just close neighbors you know, and I met her at a dance first and I used to take her to the 
dances and messed around there for a couple years I guess before we got married.  
 
HARRY O-They were what; her father and your dad were ranching neighbors? 
 
OLIVER -Yah , oh we were about two miles apart. We didn’t have any roads except wagon roads. 
 
HARRY O-When did you first meet her, what was the situation when you first laid eyes on her? 
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OLIVER -Well, we went, when I first saw her I used to deliver mail and I hauled milk see, and I’d buy groceries for 
everybody back and forth up along the line as I went to town with the milk wagon.   Then we started going together 
once in a while. 
 
HARRY O-Was it love at first sight? 
 
OLIVER -No I don’t know what you call love at first sight, I never was that way. 
 
 HARRY O-When you first saw her, your heart didn’t pound? 
 
OLIVER -No, no.  I was a good friend to her brothers and we used to always get together anyway, then I met her 
and finally married. 
 
HARRY O-What did she look like when she was young? 
 
OLIVER -Haven’t you ever seen a picture? 
 
HARRY O-Yes. 
 
OLIVER -Well, she was a small woman about the size of your wife, she was good looking, and they never sent her 
to school.  Grade school was all the old men believed in for kids.  They worked the rest of their lives.  She ran the 
house for her mother and all the kids. 
 
HARRY O-Many kids?  How many brothers and sisters did she have?  
 
OLIVER -Well, better shut it off while I count, ha ha.   There was Arky. And Bill. And Harry, and Etta, and Elmo, 
Jeanette and Stella, Carl, and Clarence that was the size of the family. 
 
HARRY O-Are any of those kids still around today? 
 
OLIVER -Carl is in California.  He’s crippled awful bad. He got hurt in a truck wreck over in Viet Nam, and… 
 
HARRY O-Where is he here in California? 
 
OLIVER -Las Angeles? No, it’s between San Francisco and here. 
 
HARRY O-Carl Corsi? 
 
OLIVER - Carl Corsi. 
 
HARRY O- Is he the only one left alive? 
 
OLIVER -No, Clarence is.  He works for the state, for the power company there in Jackson. He was the baby. 
 
HARRY O-I see.  Where did Etta fall, was she the oldest, or youngest, or kind of in the middle? 
 
OLIVER -She was the oldest girl, but there was Arky and Bill, and her, and then Harry, then Elmo. 
 
 HARRY O-Is that where my dad Harry got his name, was from her brother Harry? 
 
OLIVER -Yah that’s true, she named him Harry. 
 
HARRY O-Do you know why she picked that name for dad? 
 
OLIVER -Well, she liked her brother Harry, and so did I and I couldn’t stand the name Oliver, ha ha, There was an 
Oliver Jensen, and my dad was Oliver, and I was Oliver. 
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HARRY O-So my dad is named Harry Corsi Ames . 
 
OLIVER -Yah.  Ha ha, so you got both of them. 
 
HARRY O-What did you, where were married, when, and how? 
 
OLIVER - We married right down in my home, in the house. 
 
HARRY O-Who married you? 
 
OLIVER -Well wait a minute…Dave Roberts was the justice of the peace, he performed the ceremony. 
 
 HARRY O-Was she a Mormon girl? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, 
  
HARRY O-Why didn’t you have the Bishop do it? 
 
OLIVER -Oh there were not any Bishops around. That was before we had a church down there I guess, I don’t 
remember now. Yah I think that was the size of it. 
 
HARRY O-Then you were sealed in the Temple Later? 
 
OLIVER -Yah,yah. 
 
HARRY O- How old were you, or how long had you been married when you were sealed? 
 
 OLIVER - Well we didn’t get sealed in the Temple, but after she died, why, Mother and I went into the Temple, 
and had her sealed and now, they are all Mormons, but Arky , and Glen, and Carl of course. But Clarence and the 
girls… well Stella isn’t  but part of them all joined the church, Ruby.  I didn’t mention Ruby did I? Well that was 
another one that joined the church too. 
 
HARRY O-Are there any sisters left alive? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yes, Stella and Marie, and Ruby. 
 
HARRY O-Where do they live? 
 
OLIVER - Well Stella lives in the narrows down there below Afton, and Marie lives in Pinedale or one of those 
towns this side of Pinedale  Who did I say was still alive ? Ruby? And Ruby lives in Grover. 
 
HARRY O-Did you go on a honeymoon? 
 
Oliver -No no. we didn’t have such things as honeymoons in those days; we had to work all the time. 
 
Harry O- Where did you spend your first night? 
 
 OLIVER -At my home. 
 
 HARRY O-In your dad’s home? 
 
Oliver - yah. 
 
 HARRY O- Did he give you a bedroom all by yourself? 
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OLIVER -Ha ha, yah.  We had a little bedroom in the home where there were two that I used all the time anyway, 
then we had the wedding reception there and wedding supper. 
 
HARRY O-Did you have a pretty good crowd come to your wedding reception? 
 
OLIVER -No, just families. 
 
HARRY O- How long did you spend in your dad’s home? 
 
OLIVER -Oh, until the next year, the spring. We were married I think in the fall. Yah. 
 
 HARRY O- Then what did you do after you moved out of your dad’s house? You worked with your dad? 
 
OLIVER -I worked on the ranch all the time.   I never worked for anybody Oh, until Harry and Fay were both born. 
Then we moved to Freedom and I worked in the creamery making cheese. 
 
HARRY O- When you moved out of your dad’s house with Etta, where did you go? 
 
OLIVER -Up there, oh well we built a big house on the north of it, a big room you know. We built it; we used to use 
it for a granary before. But that spring when we got the grain out, why we lined it and fixed it up for a house to live 
in. 
 
HARRY O-This was attached to your dad’s Harry house? 
 
OLIVER -No, no it was a separate building just beyond the well on the north side of the house and then we built just 
north of that.  
 
HARRY O- How long did you stay there? 
 
OLIVER -Oh, a couple of years I guess. 
 
 HARRY O-How did Etta like that, just having one room to live in? 
 
OLIVER -Oh, she was used to that. In those days you weren’t used to much comforts, as we’ve got comforts now. 
 
HARRY O-So you had room. What was in it? 
 
OLIVER -Oh we had a bed and a stove and a dresser, a heating stove and all that whatever.  A table and chairs. 
 
HARRY O-Did she have to haul water to the house? 
 
OLIVER -Oh no, it was right by the door, the well. We brought it in from outside. 
 
HARRY O-Did you have to take a bath in a big metal tub? 
 
OLIVER -Ha ha, they weren’t so big, those old round tubs. That was tough. And then dad bought a ranch down 
Deep Creek, Idaho, and we were to run it so I moved down there and got in a nice crop and everything, potatoes, and 
hay and grain, and we didn’t have any water. They had a little reservoir that all those people had filed for water in. 
Come to find out there wasn’t enough water to go around.  There were too many of those ranches that were ahead of 
us, so we had to give that place up. We just lived there a year and then I came back to Idaho Falls, and I worked 
there the rest of the winter. 
 
HARRY O-Doing what? 
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OLIVER -I worked on a big ranch out there north of Idaho Falls, about 20 to 30 thousand acres. Belonged to the 
Idaho Sugar Company. We lived in town and I used to go out there. Then the next spring after that we moved back 
to Star Valley and then we got the mail contract and I run the mail. 
 
HARRY O- You had a mail contract and then you went and did some other things, then you came back? 
 
OLIVER -No we did all that after we came back. We used to run the milk wagon. 

 
HARRY O-Oh, it was the milk wagon that you met Etta.  You met Etta 
while running the milk wagon. 
 
OLIVER -Yah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HARRY O-When was the first baby born? 
 
OLIVER -Harry was born ………..  
 
HARRY O-Well was he born before you went to Deer Creek? 
 
OLIVER -Oh yah, so was Fay. 
 
HARRY O- So Dad and Fay, were they born in the house? This first little room? Kind of a house you had? 

 
OLIVER -Well, Harry was born there, but when 
Fay was born, I took my wife to Afton, and she 
stayed with Mary Ann Cazier.   That’s where Fay 
was born. 
 
HARRY O-So Dad was born in this first little one 
room house you built. Is it still there? In Star 
Valley, do you know? 

 
OLIVER -It’s been moved. The old granary was moved when dad built his new house. We moved the granary. 
 
HARRY O-Do you know where it was moved to? 
 
OLIVER -No I don’t. 
 
Harry O- It might even have been torn down or burned down by 
now I guess? 
 
OLIVER -Well yah.  Since they sold the ranch, I don’t know what 
happened to all that stuff. The only thing that is left there is the 
house. 
 
HARRY O-Your dad’s new house is still there? 
 
OLIVER -Yah. 
 
HARRY O-is it occupied now? 
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OLIVER -Oh, yah.  Ardell sold it to a guy from the east. One of those millionaires.  So that was the end of that and 
then we moved to Afton and got a mail contract down in Afton and so dad ran the mail and started to school. 
 
HARRY O-Is that when he was running the mail with horses then? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, we ran the mail from Freedom to Alpine. And then I carried the mail on snowshoes from the ranch 
down. That’s about five miles. After the snow got deep, you couldn’t keep the roads open. There weren’t enough 
people living around there. 
 
Harry O-And you were married to Etta at that time? 
 
OLIVER -Yah, and then I started high school. 
 
HARRY O-Well, How old were you when you started to go to high school? 
 
OLIVER -I was… no I started high school before that. 
 
HARRY O-before you got married? 
 
OLIVER -Yes then when we moved up there, I took a year of normal in high school. The winter Etta had a heart 
attack. Of course she had always had a bad heart and I didn’t know it.  She didn’t know it but her family did and old 
Doc West did, but they never told anybody about it. So Kenny swallowed a copper rivet when he was a baby and 
nearly choked to death and scared the heck out of her, but I picked him up by his heels, walked him around, then I 
got my fingers in there and felt that and pushed it on down. And then he came to. And she had her heart attack and 
from then on she was in bad shape. 
 
HARRY O-She had the heart attack while he was choking? 
 
OLIVER -Well, her heart had hurt her. It was a bad heart, leaking heart and that ruined it.   
HARRY O-She got so panicky about uncle Ken? 
 
OLIVER -It scared her so bad. And then we moved to Afton that year. Got the milk contract up there and I went to 
normal school there in Afton. And she was in bed all winter long. And she swelled up so bad and the doctor used to 
put a drain in her stomach to drain the water out. He did that a half a dozen times that winter.  Then he finally told 
me.  He said  there wasn’t  a bit of use. She was suffering so darn bad, that there was nothing you could do about it 
but just let her go. So she died there.  
 

 
 
 
 

Etta was buried in Fairview Cemetery 

Etta Margaret Corsi Ames 
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Then I went down to the University the next summer after I had the year in normal training.  
 
The next year after I went to summer school then I taught school when I met Ethel down there at Opal. She came up 
there to teach and that’s where we met. 
 
 HARRY O-How old was she? 
 
OLIVER -Twenty-one. Not twenty, well she’s seven years younger that I am.  So, take seven from 82. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
HARRY O- She was about twenty when you met her. 
 
OLIVER -Yah. So we got married there.  Then that spring we took her mother and Gus came out and then we took a 
trip to Yellowstone Park and back to her home in Illinois,  
 
HARRY O-Lets go back to when Etta died. My dad was about 7. 

Building, Private, Home, Corsi, Archiso    
Yellow house on Madison Street in Afton – Star Valley Historical Society 

 Archiso Corsi 
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OLIVER -Oh, no, Kenny was just about like this little fellow of yours down here. [Michael J Ames] 
 
HARRY O-three? 
 
OLIVER -Youngest is three? I think Kenny was two. 
 
HARRY O-So dad would have been…. What? 
 
OLIVER -He was about. Well Kenny was two years younger. He was about three or four years old I guess. You see 
he was….Fay was born  just about a year after Harry.  Kenny a little longer, about a year and a half I guess. So 
Harry was about five years old, or six. 
 
 HARRY O-Was Etta’s dying pretty hard on Dad and Aunt Fay?  
 
OLIVER -Well yes, and no.  They weren’t old enough to take it too hard. But they had to live with mother and dad 
[Oliver and Sarah Ann Jensen Ames] so much of the time that it didn’t bother them too much. 
 
HARRY O-Their mother had been sick enough that she wasn’t able to take care of them? 
 
OLIVER - No she couldn’t take care of them. That whole winter there, why, she couldn’t do anything for them. 
 
So then I taught school down in Opal and taught again. Then the next year, Ethel came. 
 
HARRY O-What made you decide to start teaching school instead of staying with ranching? 
 
OLIVER -Dad told me, he wanted me to teach school. But I guess it was because I had taught school when I was in 
eighth grade. I’d so much to do with school. It was so easy for me, that it was just no trouble to me. 
 
HARRY O-Well was teaching something that you wanted to do, or did you do it just because your dad told you to? 
 
OLIVER -Well, there was no other work of any kind unless you wanted to work on a farm. So I ended up doing that. 
 
HARRY O-And then you met Grandma. 
 
OLIVER -Yah.  Then we taught school ever since you might say. Until I started trucking.  We built a store in Afton 
and I bought a truck then started trucking. 
 
HARRY O-After you met Grandma, and you got married, where 
did you marry her?  
 
OLIVER - In the Salt Lake temple. 
 
HARRY O – Do you remember who married you? 
OLIVER -  No 
 
HARRY O – Who else was there other than you? 
 
OLIVER-  Well, she went through the temple with me, but her 
folks couldn’t go through.  They weren’t Mormons.  So they 
came up to the sealing room you know, where the actual 
marriage ceremony was performed.  They come up there for that.  
Mother went with us.  My mother, and her mother and brother.  
Then we went back to Afton the next day, and we stayed there 
for three or four days and then we went and took that trip back 
east. 

Temple Square  in 1937 - 9 years later 
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HARRY O – What kind of car were you driving at that time? 
 
OLIVER – Well, I bought a new Oldsmobile.  The first ones that ever had a top on; a metal top.  A sedan, a coach 
however, two doors.   
 
HARRY O - 19..what?  What year was it? 
 
OLIVER – I guess, must have been ’26. 
 
HARRY O – Do you remember how much you paid for it? 
 
OLIVER – Yah, about $900 or something like that. 
 
HARRY O – Did you pay cash? 
 
OLIVER – No. No. Bought it on contract. 
 
HARRY O – Just like we do today? 
 

OLIVER – Yup, we taught 
school that …. The year I bought 
that we were teaching down at 
Opal.  And we got a hundred 
dollars a month so we bought the 
car.  And the next year, we went 
back to Star Valley.  I got 
seventy dollars.  And I was the 
janitor besides teaching.  And 
she got, what did she say?  $55, 
$45.  My memory isn’t …since I 
had that stroke, my memory is 
gone, and I can’t remember all 
those things.  But things that 
applied before that, I can 

remember it all.  But I sometimes get it mixed up a little but I remember it all. 
 
HARRY O – So you were married and you went and you took your mother in law, and your brother I law on your 
honeymoon? 
 
OLIVER – Yup.  And old Gus slept with us in a little teepee tent all the way back to Illinois. 
 
HARRY O – Why didn’t you make him sleep with your mother in law? 
 
OLIVER – He wouldn’t sleep with the mother in law.  She slept in the back seat of that car, and there was nobody 
going to get her out of it.  And she was a good sized woman.  We don’t know how she did it.  But, in the park, she 
saw the bears were around, see, and one old bear come up and stopped as we were going along the road, and we 
stopped to feed him something out the window.  Oh, boy. Granma put up a fuss.  She wouldn’t stand for that.  Then 
we went on up, but we stopped up here at this park and we slept right by the car.  We had a trunk built on the 
running board.  They had running boards on them in those days.  We had a trunk built on there, oh about as wide as 
this, and about this high, and we kept dishes, and food and stuff in that, and we had a lock on it.  And Gus and I and 
Ethel, we put our bed, our feet right by this truck.  And along about midnight, I heard some crunching going on.  
The old bear was trying to tear that trunk off.  And we just took our coats and threw them over the bear’s head.  
Threw them over him, and let out a yell, and he angled off.  And there were some Mexicans camped over there 
about twenty thirty yards from us, and he went up the back of that old tent.  And we just watched and he just opened 
it.  Out came the old Mexican, his shirt tail and night gown was a flapping behind him, and then his wife, and then a 

1926 4-door Oldsmobile Hardtop Sedan 
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little twelve-year old girl come last, and old dad got out first.  I laughed.  We laughed, all the way back to 
Springfield over that. 
 
HARRY O – What were the conditions like driving back to the east during that period of time? 
 
OLIVER -  Oh, it was fine.  We never was used to roads you know, when we got back in there nearly to 
Springfield, why we found 12 foot concrete that was all broken up.  It had been there quite a while you know.  And 
they didn’t know how to make it in the first place.  It was broken up.  We had gravel roads all the way. Dirt and 
gravel. 
 
HARRY O – Were they fairly well maintained? 
 
OLIVER – We made 45 mph sometimes where the road was best.  When we crossed the Missouri River over there 
we had to cross on a ferry.  Didn’t have any bridges.  We crossed on a ferry when we went back. 
 
HARRY O – How many other cars would you see in a period of a day? 
 
OLIVER – Oh, not very many.  And one way, coming through Wyoming where we went over the Divide, up in the 
northern part of Wyoming, we got in a mud slide, and before we got out, we just figured we were going over the 
bank.  But Ethel and Gus and her mother got out, and they wallowed through the thing to the other side, and uh, I 
saved the car.  I just kept spinning it and spinning it, sliding, and going ahead, and we finally got out. 
 
HARRY O – Did you have any mechanical breakdowns along the way? 
 
OLIVER – Oh no. No. It was a brand new car, and it lasted pretty good. 
 
HARRY O – Were there garages along the way where you could stop? 
 
  
OLIVER – There was gasoline, I guess there was garages.  Oh ya.  I did break a fan belt.  And we had a spring, a 
door spring.  I took that and put it around for a fan belt, and fastened it together.  We drove about 15 or 20 miles 
with that on there and we got where there was a garage, and we could buy a fan belt.  All cars had flat belts in those 
days. 
 
HARRY O – No V belts in those days?   
 
OLIVER – No, no V belts in those days.  Well we stayed back in Springfield there, that’s where her folks lived.  Her 
mother and Gus.  We stayed there all summer.  We had to be back in time for school.  So we came back here to 
school then.  We taught school in …. 
 
HARRY O – Was it more fun driving back without mother in law and Gus along? 
 
OLIVER – Well.  Yah.  Ha ha ha.  We didn’t sleep in the car.  We had bedding you know, and a good place to sleep. 
 
HARRY O – I guess they didn’t have motels and things like that along the way? 
 
OLIVER – Not many.  They had hotels, once in a while.  We came back through Denver, and up over the hills there, 
and out across that road between Rawlins, and Rock springs.  That’s where we hit the highway again. 
 
HARRY O – Did you have a road map?  Or did you just naturally know where you were going? 
 
OLIVER -  Well, I don’t remember if we had a road map or not.  But we knew where we were going anyway.  I did 
at that time.  There weren’t many roads to worry about.  And then we went down to Jackson, and then on down to 
Star Valley.  Ollie was living in Jackson, see.  Olive May. [Grandpa Oliver’s sister] 
 
HARRY O – Did you have a home in Star Valley to start with, or did you stay with somebody? 
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OLIVER - No, we had a little home where we lived in … no, no.  We had a home in Afton when we went back. 
 
HARRY O – When you got back from Springfield did you have a home? 
 
OLIVER -  Yah.  We went to Afton, and I think, we taught school that winter.  I believe it was in Etna.  Yah. We 
moved down to Etna and taught school there. 
 
HARRY O - Were you buying a home or just renting them? 
 
OLIVER – Well we were just renting a home there.  About 8 or 10 dollars a month or something like that.  And then 
Dad and I bought 20 head of cattle, and we had them.  And Dad stayed with us all winter and Mother was still living 
in Afton.  And we taught in Etna.  Then that spring was when Lorene was born.  I took Ethel to Afton in the spring.  
She taught school nearly all but about 2 weeks.  Then I took her to Afton.  She stayed with Mary Ann Cazier; no - 
Letty Campbell stayed in Afton.  That’s where Lorene was born.  And then we taught school from then on for a long 
while.  I’d work on the ranch in the summer, and taught school in the winter. 
 
HARRY O – What did you do with the three little kids while you were back in Springfield? 
 
OLIVER – They stayed with Mother and Dad.  That was home to them.  Then when we got back, we took the kids, 
and have had them ever since. 
 
HARRY O – So you had been teaching school, and you got the idea to build a store?   
 
OLIVER – Yah.  We built the store there. D.A. Newswander built the store for Elmo Newswander and I.  We went 
in partnership in the store, see.  And I run the truck to Salt Lake all the time. 
 
HARRY O – Well, wasn’t there a store there in Star Valley when…. 
 
 

OLIVER – Yah.  I bought A.D. Taysom out, 
and put his groceries in with my store.  
 
HARRY O – So, my Grandpa Taysom was 
running a store at that time; then you and 
Elmo Newswander went together as partners; 
and built a new store? 
 
OLIVER – A.D. was ready to quit.  He 
wanted to quit anyway, you know, so he 
offered to sell me his stuff. 
 
HARRY O – Then what did he do?  Do you 
remember? 
 
OLIVER – I think he just retired.  And then 

Grandmother and I…  No, it was two years that I taught school before I married Ethel.   I taught in Smoot  [Fairvew] 
you know … your mother’s sister taught with me. 

A..D. Taysom in the Taysom Store 



30 
 

HARRY O – My mom’s sister, Erma? 
 
OLIVER – Ya.  Erma and I taught school together; that was the first year that I taught school.  
 
 
HARRY O – That was before you married Grandma? 
 
OLIVER – Yah. Then after I married Grandma, we taught in 
Smoot.   
 
HARRY O -  And then you taught there for a couple of years, and 
then decided to get into the store business? 
 
OLIVER -  Yah.  We went back to Star Valley, and taught school 
there for several years before we went into the store business. 
 
HARRY O – So you went from Smoot back to Star Valley? 
 
OLIVER – Yah. 
 
HARRY O – Why the store business?  Here you were - a school 
teacher and a rancher- and you decided to start a store? 
 
OLIVER – Yah. We taught in Star Valley a couple of years, and then we went to Jackson, and taught for two years.  
Then we came back to Star Valley, and built this store.  Old Oscar Edland had a fruit stand there.  He was peddling 
fruit and he was making pretty good money, you know.  And there wasn’t anybody there that was making any 
money at that time, so I decided to start buying cattle and hauling them into Salt Lake and selling them.  And then, 
in the meantime, why that was when we built this store.  Elmo and I.  but I … Mother was working for Ed Lewis.  

HARRY O - Who was Ed Lewis? 
 
OLIVER – An old Jew that used to live across the street from 
where I had the store. 
 

HARRY O – What did he 
do? What kind of work did 
he do? 
 
OLIVER - Oh, he worked 
in the store there. 
 
HARRY O – What kind of 
store was it? 
 
OLIVER – I guess it was 
clothing, all kinds of 
clothing. 
 

Smoot Schoolhouse 

Erma Taysom (Hinckley) with her first grade class 
the year she and Oliver both taught at Fairview. 
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HARRY O – So, you built the store.  Is it still the same store in the same spot? 
 
OLIVER – Yah, same spot.  There’s another business in it now.  Roberts bought it and built on behind it.  But the 
old store is still there:  the old A and N Success [Market]. 
 

HARRY O – Do you 
remember what year it was 
you built that store? 
 
OLIVER – About 1935, I 
think.  Something like that.  
I think about ’35, because 
the last year I … yah … it 
was.  Because we had the 
little fruit store and a little 
shack next to it.  We 
bought old Edmond out.  
Ethel run the fruit store, 
and I would go to truck on 
Saturday; get a load of 

produce, and bring it back Sunday, and put it in the store and then she would sell it 
during the week.  And that’s when we started to make money. 
 
HARRY – So, you managed… you bought the store.  So was Elmo Newswander just a silent partner?  Or did he 
work there? 
 
OLIVER – No.  He worked with us when we built the new store.  He was the bookkeeper. 
 
HARRY O – Did you have one built before that? 
 
OLIVER – Well.  Old Wallace Henderson had a small store there, and then ah… G.A. on this side of it built a 
bakery store.  You see Wallace didn’t have a very big store there, but he built it new for me.  And we built it, and he 
wanted to sell it, because his wife died.  So he sold the store.  But in the meantime, G.A. had built us a big 
store…about 69 feet wide.  That’s where the old A and N Success was.  And that’s where it is now.  That’s the same 
store.  That’s where Roberts are now.  
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HARRY O – Okay.  So you were in 
two different buildings? 
 
OLIVER – Well, we were in this one 
of Wallace’s first for a while; then 
after G. A. wanted to build this other 
one for us. 
 
HARRY O – Who was G.A.? 
 
OLIVER – G.A. Newswander, the 
man with the money, over there.  His 
son was our bookkeeper, Elmo. 
 
HARRY O – So, you and Elmo were 
partners? 
 
OLIVER – Yah. 
 

HARRY O – I SEE.  He did the bookkeeping? 
 
OLIVER – Yah. 
 
HARRY O – And then, who managed the whole thing? 
 
OLIVER – Mother. [Ethel] 
 
HARRY O – And what made you decide to start the trucking? 
 
OLIVER – Well, I was trucking all the time then.  And right before that, too.  I 
trucked in the summer time.  I bought a truck, and I used it to haul coal, cattle, 
and one thing and another. 
 
HARRY O – Was that after you got from Smoot back to Star Valley that you 
started trucking? 
OLIVER – Yah. 
 
HARRY O – And what was Grandma doing?  Teaching, or working in the store 
across the street? 
 
OLIVER – She was in the store. 

Looking North on Main Street. A & N Success Market on the East Side. About 1958. 

  Oliver and Ethel, about 1937 
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HARRY O – So you were trucking before you got into the grocery store business. 
 
OLIVER – Oh, yes.  Well, yah.  I’d truck in the summer time, and teach school in the 
winter. 
 
HARRY O – Why didn’t you truck in the winter? 
 
OLIVER – Well, I was teaching school in the winter.  But from then on, I got out of 
teaching after one year, and  spent all my time on the trucks. 
 
HARRY O – I remember, you had a name on the side of your trucks.  What was 
that? 
 
OLIVER – Ames Truck Line 
 
HARRY O – Seems like I saw something that said “A and N Trucking” 
 
 

 
OLIVER – No.  It was Ames 
Trucking.  No Elmo wouldn’t 
have a thing to do with the trucking business.  He was smarter 
than I was.  Ha. Ha. 
 
HARRY O – So mostly, you were trucking to keep your own 
store stocked up.  Or were you trucking for everybody? 
 
OLIVER – Well, I trucked mostly for our own store.  When I 
was making one trip a week, it was all for my own store, 
because all I could put in that old truck would fill it.  Then I 
bought…. 
 
HARRY O – So, where would you go then? 
 

 
 
OLIVER – Salt Lake. 
 
HARRY O – So you would go to Salt Lake and bring the 
stuff back to Star Valley.  OLIVER – Yah. 
 
HARRY O – Wait a minute.  What was that truck?  The first 
one?  Do you remember? 
 
OLIVER – That was a Chevy.  I had that about a year and a 
half I guess, and then I bought a big truck, a diesel tractor 
trailer rig, and I used that for a couple of years.  And then I 
bought the great big ones … a diesel with a 300 horse in, 
and a Kenworth.  It was an International with a 300 horse in.  
And then I started trucking back east. 
 
HARRY O – Who did your “mechanicking” on your first 
truck? 
 
OLIVER – Well, the only trucking had done…  One day.  Harry and I were down there, and I had a terrible 
headache, and we had to go out and pick up a stove.  And one or two items for a guy that was coming over there to 

Harry Corsi Ames by one of Grandpa's 
Trucks 

Harry Oliver Ames and Louise Ames Morgan 

Harry Corsi Ames, Louise and Harry Oliver Ames 
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teach school.  So we went over to the West hills there in Utah, to pick this up.  And coming back, I was asleep, and I 
guess harry was asleep.  Anyhow, he turned off, and he hit the corner of the truck.  He hit a light pole. And just 
whipped the truck clear over endways.  And it lit on its feet, and we 
drove it again, into Salt Lake all right.  It took them about two days to 
fix it all up.  They had to fix the rack…all of it. 
 
HARRY O – But in your early days of trucking, didn’t you have a lot of 
breakdowns and things? 
 
OLIVER – No. No, no, I didn’t have any breakdowns. 
 
HARRY O – Where did you buy your trucks from? 
 
OLIVER – In Salt Lake.  Well, the International, I bought through Brog 
and Hemmert there in Star Valley.   
 
But the Diamond T, I bought in Salt Lake.  But they were both brand-new big trucks.  
 
HARRY O – So, you were driving.  Who else did you have driving with you and my dad? [Harry Corsi Ames] 
 
OLIVER – Your dad didn’t drive for me very long.  It wasn’t the kind of work he was cut out for.  He didn’t like it, 
and there wasn’t enough money that I could pay high enough wages.  But I hired different guys. 
 
HARRY O – Arty Sperl drove for you?   [Arty Sperl, Ethel’s nephew: Art was born in Jackson on Aug 25, 1930 to 
Carl A. and Mary Baley Sperl.] 
 
OLIVER – Yah.  He drove for a little while.  He was a pretty good little driver, but he was young.  I couldn’t send 
him to Salt Lake alone or anything like that.  But a lot of time, when I was unloading, when they put that bridge in 
up there, I hauled in everything. 
 
HARRY O – What bridge? 
 

OLIVER – Up there at the mouth of the Hoback River – the one across the 
Snake River.  I put that bridge in there, all of it.  Unloaded two railroad cars of 
those big curved beams.  And then, two cars of reinforcement iron.  And hauled 
all that stuff up there. 
 
HARRY O – How many trips do you think you made back east, all total? 
 
OLIVER – For about three years, I was going back and forth every week.  I’d 
go, and it would take me seven or eight days to make a trip, going from Los 
Angeles to New York, and Los Angeles to Boston; and San Francisco to New 
York; and Boston.  All up and down.  I’d haul fresh turkeys… 
 
HARRY O – So you weren’t trucking just in and out of Star Valley then? 

 
OLIVER – No, not at that time.  But Ethel still run the store.  And the drivers would just steal you blind.  So when I 
got wind of all that was going on, I went down one day.  I knew all the places where stopped at, trucked at, and I 
went in this one place there in California, and I filled up with gas.  And I said “how do you make it so the boys get 
some money?”  He said, “we just charge them for a tire or a tube, or an extra ten gallons of gas.”  So that’s the way 
they were robbing me all the time.  See?  My drivers! 
 
HARRY O – So they would claim they had to buy more than they did, and you’d pay them, and they would put it in 
their pockets? 
 

Hoback Bridge, built in 1950. South of 
Jackson, WY. Demolished and replaced 

in 2015. 
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OLIVER – No, no.  It was all charged to me.  But the kids in the service stations down there, they were the guys.  I 
guess they split it one way or another. But anyway, I thanked this one kid for telling me.  And then I went on down 
to another place where I had bills all the time, and it was the same thing. I found out they were doing that clear 
across the country.  So I quit fighting it from then on. 
 
HARRY O – Did you generally send two drivers at a time? 
 
OLIVER – Oh, yes.  Two drivers.  I drove first with one driver, then with another driver, trying to straighten things 
out, but I couldn’t do it.  It was just no use. 
 
HARRY O – So you got out of the trucking business?  And went back to… 
 
OLIVER – Back into the, well, when I first quit the trucking business, your dad got me into this hunting camp up 
there in Idaho.  He found out it was for sale, and he thought I should buy it, and I did, and I ran it the first year.  
Then we bought that little store in Idaho Falls, and we quit the hunting camp, and sold it out.  I only paid $3000 for 
it in the first place with all the mules and everything. 
 
HARRY O – That was after you got back from California? 
 
OLIVER – Yah.  That was the first year we came back.  Then I, we, drove truck out of Pocatello.  I drove from there 
to Portland, and hauled dynamite all one summer? 
 
HARRY O – You were working for Garrett? 
 
OLIVER – No, no.  I was working for some individual that had a truck line there. 
 
HARRY O – Didn’t you haul some fuel, too, gasoline? 
 
OLIVER – no, no.  And then I got word of this store being for sale, and I knew the fellow. 
 
HARRY O – You were living in Pocatello? 
 
OLIVER – Yah.  So we went down there and bought the store. [about 1956] And then, we ran that for five years.  
[First Street Market]  But Mother couldn’t make money in that store no matter what.  Anybody that was broke and 
didn’t have any money, they would run up a big bill.  I lost $15,000 in Afton in the store.  And then I lost $5000 I 
that little store in Idaho Falls, just through the credit business.  Then I went to teaching school. 
 
HARRY O – Did you enjoy your years in the store even though you weren’t making any money? 
 
OLIVER – No.  You can’t enjoy it when you know 
your money isn’t there.  We did a good business.  
But the old store was off on a little narrow street just 
above the tracks, and that was when the big stores 
started coming in, see.  They soon fixed the little 
store.  So we started teaching school again.  That’s 
what we did until we quit teaching school. 
 
HARRY O – Then you started going to …after you 
sold the store … who did you sell it to? 
 
OLIVER – Well, the fellow, Joe Armstrong was the 
guy we bought it from.  We sold it to his son in law 
who was my butcher, Walt Jaussi.  He bought it and 
made it two years, and then had to sell it.  In the 
meantime, we came to the University and got two 
more years of credits. 
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HARRY O – So you decided to get back into teaching.  Where did you teach?  You taught in Idaho Falls High 
School, right off the bat, didn’t you? 
 
OLIVER – Yah. Mother taught in the beginner’s room. [Kindergarten at Bel Air]  The first year, I taught over in the 
big high school, and the next year, when they finished the new one, then I had the math. 
 
HARRY O – Yah.  I remember.  You were my study hall teacher. 
 
OLIVER – Yah.  And so we bought that ranch down there.  [About 1965]  We had bought a house in Idaho Falls, 
and aid for it while we were teaching there.  And then I bought this ranch  The guy that I bought ranch from he 
wanted the house So we sold him the house and bought the ranch and paid the difference. 
 
HARRY O – That was after you quit teaching? 
OLIVER – No.  That was when I was still teaching.  So I ran that ranch for four or five years while we were still 
teaching.  Yah. We’d drive to Idaho Falls every morning.  Teach school.  Well, we got enough, so we … 
 
HARRY O – That was after …see, you were going to 
summer school when you lived on Holbrook in Idaho 
Falls.  You were going to summer school for two or 
three summers, I think. 
 
OLIVER – Yah. Yah. Then we, uh, well, we took 
correspondence.  They used to teach classes there in 
Idaho Falls.  University classes, too.  So we would take 
classes too.  So we would take classes in the winter, too, 
a couple of classes besides.  So that’s how we both got 
our college degrees.  That is, our 

Masters Degrees.  
Course we both 

started 
teaching with 
a two-year 
certificate.  
That was a 
life 
certificate 

at that time.  
But the pay 

didn’t come up 
till after we got 

the other.  We taught 
for $3000 a year, each one of us, for 
two years there, until we finally got our degrees.  Then 
we got ore wages to about $5000.  And we did that 
besides running that ranch we bought there.  After we 
quit coming down here to school.  That’s when we 
traded the house, and got that ranch. 
 
HARRY O – I remember going to Grandma’s 
graduation.  I didn’t go to yours.  Did you march down 
the aisle, and wear your cap and gown?  How did the 
rest of the students get along with you being in school 
there?  Were they real nice to you? 
 

Summer 1964 
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 OLIVER – Oh, yah, yah.  I kept all those kids working hard to keep up with me.  Ha! ha!  They were from all over 
the state.  It was just summer school.  We weren’t just with the younger kids.  Just summer school people.  One guy, 
and attorney, and when we took our mental tests together, first when he went up and got the end results first, he had 
a hundred and forty-five…mental test.  And so I went up to get mine.  It was only a hundred and forty-two.  Come to 
find out, he had mine, and I had his!! 
 
HARRY O – Then you stayed in Laramie for a lot of years helping Lorene and Rex? 
 
OLIVER – Yah.  That was after we sold the ranch; quit teaching.  I never quit teaching till I was 72.  Then we had a 
good chance to sell the ranch. And we got … so we sold him the ranch… and we moved down to Laramie and we 
was there until this summer. 
 
HARRY O – And now you are in Ogden, gallivanting around the country between California and Star Valley. 
OLIVER – Yah. Just loafing. 
 
HARRY O – Do you remember when you said you lived in Idaho Falls?  Uncle Ken was born in Idaho Falls.  Do 
you remember where you lived? 
 
OLIVER – Yes.  I think the old house is still there.  They built on to it  I saw it the last time I was down there.  It 
was right down the river bank. 
 
HARRY O – What were you doing for a living while you were there? 
 
OLIVER – I was working out on the Osgood project .. that big ranch there. 
 
HARRY O – How old were you when your dad died? 
 
OLIVER – I can’t tell you.  You’ll have to get that from Mother. 
HARRY O – Were you a young man? 
OLIVER – No. Dad died when we were in the store business in Afton, 1935…so after ’35. HARRY O – Did your 
mother die before or after him?   OLIVER – Abut two years after. 
 
HARRY O – Were they both pretty old when they died? 
 
OLIVER -  No, Dad was only 59. And Mother was 61, I think.  
 
HARRY O – What did they die of? 
 
OLIVER – Dad died of a heart attack; but Mother had had so many operations, she had a tough time.  She was 
sickly for years. 
 
HARRY O – Well, you’ve been plenty healthy over the years. Haven’t you?  
 
OLIVER – Oh yah. 
 
HARRY O – All right.  Well we could probably gather 85 hours of other stuff.  But you are tired.  This hits the high 
spots.  Thanks, Grandpa. 
 
[End of Interview] 
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   Oliver hunting about 1958 

Oliver and son Harry Corsi Ames hunting about 1940 
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Ethel, Oliver, Louise, Harry O, about 
1949 

 Harry C, Wyla, Ethel, Oliver, Marilyn K 
Sanders, Lorene, Faye, Jesse Elmo Sanders, and 

Kenneth, about 1937 
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Oliver on his ranch in Rigby, Idaho, about 1967 

  Harry C, Oliver, Kenneth Ames, about 1937 
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Oliver and Ethel about 1964 

I  Ethel, Bette and Oliver about 1968 
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Oliver Jensen Ames and Ethel Baley Ames 28 May 1976 
50th Wedding Anniversary 

Oliver and Ethel Ames Home in Afton, Wyoming 
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