
Memories of a 

Beautiful Life 
Etta Margaret Corsi Ames 

30 Jan 1894 - 7 July 1923 
 

Etta, the mother of Harry Corsi Ames, died 
so very young that it is hard to think of her without 
sadness in my heart.   

We have not known much about her, but 
this obituary from the Star Valley Independent tells 
a great deal.   Susan Ames 

 
“The many friends of Mrs. Oliver Ames Jr. 

will be greatly grieved to hear of her death which 
occurred last Saturday night in Afton.  

She has been seriously ill for the past three 
months being unable to move from her bed for 
some time. 

 
Funeral services were held in the South Ward 
Chapel last Monday after which the remains were 
interred in the Fairview cemetery. 

 
Mrs. Ames was the mother of three small children the oldest of whom is about six years of age. [Harry 

Corsi Ames, b 1917, Leota Fay Ames, b 1919, and Kenneth Clifford Ames, b 1920]  Besides these children she 
leaves a husband [Oliver Jensen Ames]  father [Archiso John Corsi]  mother Jeannette Ann McMenamy]  and ten 
brothers and sisters. 

The sympathy of the community goes out to the bereaved ones in their loss.   
 

Etta Margaret Corsi Ames was born 
on Jan 30, 1894 on her father's homestead 
near Afton. When she was two years of age 
her parents moved to Oregon but after two 
years came back to Afton and has resided in 
Star Valley ever since.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Etta Margaret Corsi Ames 

Home of Archiso Corsi where Etta lived in Afton 



Etta spent practically all her school days in Afton and is so well 
known here that there is little use to tell of her bright and 
cheerful disposition. 

 
 In 1913 she made a trip through parts of Utah including a visit 

to Salt Lake City in company with Seymour Allred and his 
daughter Lavon. She greatly enjoyed this trip as it was one of the 
few trips she had outside of Star valley.  

 
She took a decided interest in helping people who were in 

trouble and was well liked by both young and old. 
 She 

has had more than her share of sickness. In 1914 [age 20] she had 
her tonsils removed only to find out in a year or so that it had to be 
done over again.  

 
She recovered from this operation and went with her 

parents to Etna in 1916 where she worked in the store there being 
operated by Dave Roberts. 

 
She was married to Oliver Ames Jr. on Feb 8, 1917.  

 
 
 [On 5 August 1917, their first child Harry Corsi Ames was born in Etna, Wyoming] 
 
She and her sister Marie joined the L.D.S. church in *May 1918. With her husband she moved to Dietrich 

Idaho but remained only a short time coming back to her home the same fall. 
 
4 January 1919, daughter Leota Fay was born in Afton, Wyoming, and 29 October 1920 Kenneth Clifford 

was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho.] 
 
 In March 1922 she suffered from a severe attack of pneumonia and it was feared that she would not 

live but she rallied and partly regained her health but not entirely.  
 

Etta and Siblings.  Etta is about 7 years old in 
this photo 

  Etta, baby Harry C, and Oliver Jensen Ames August 1917 



She with her husband moved to Afton last October in order that Oliver could complete his course in the 
high school, only going to visit her parents at Christmas time. She was taken seriously ill last March and by the 
middle of April was practically helpless being unable to move or to even lie down. 

For the last two moths her mother and father Mr. and Mrs. Archiso Corsi have been almost continually 
at her bedside. Etta was always patient during her last illness and when people would ask how she felt she 
would look on the bright side and say she was better. Everything that medical skill could do for her was done, as 
three doctors were called in to diagnose the case.  

 
A prayer meeting was held in her behalf but all to no avail. Etta leaves three small children, Harry, Fay 

and Kenneth a heart broken husband, father, mother, six brothers and four sisters. 
 

The following was written in  
her memory by her mother : 
 
‘A light is from our household gone, 
The voice we loved is stilled 
A place is vacant at our hearth. 
The world can never fill. 
 
Farewell dear husband and parents 
my life is past. 
My love was true while life did last 
And now for me no sorrow make 
But love my children for my sake. 
 
 
 

It is not death tis but a sleep, 
Though parting now again we  
meet 
Don't weep for me all pain is o're. 
No lost but only gone before 
 
A teacher mother hence has gone 
Her loss is great to everyone 
But soon in Heaven we hope to meet 
Around the Savior's mercy seat 
 
The cup was bitter, the loss severe 
To part with Etta we loved so dear 
it was God's will it should be so, 
By his course we all must go.’

Ames, Etta Margaret Corsi (7 Jul 1923) Star Valley Independent” 

"Grandpa Hansen", Ben Roos, William Corsi, ETTA MARGARET CORSI, Jeanette Ann 
McMenamy, Ruby, baby Carl, Archie,( front row, Jeanette Mae, Mary Estella, Emma Marie) 



 
 

* It appears that Etta was rebaptized August 11, 1925, and subsequently endowed and sealed to her 
husband Oliver Jensen Ames on 12 August 1925 in the Logan Utah Temple.  Son, Harry Corsi Ames, was 
sealed to his parents at that time, as well. 
 
According to the Life History of Oliver Jensen Ames in his own words, Etta was endowed and sealed to 
him by his betrothed – Ethel Baley.  This also fits with recollections shared with us by Ethel (known to us 
as Grandma Ames). 
 

 
Fairview Cemetery, Fairview, Lincoln County, Wyoming 

 


