
 

CLARK CARTER AMES  1832-1907 

Pioneer, Explorer, Miner, Missionary, Farmer 

Husband and Father 



 

 

Born 15 July 1832   Moores, C linton, New York 

 Clark was the third child and first son of Ira Ames and Charity Carter.  His father was 28 and his 
mother was 25 years old. 

 His older sister C larissa was born in 1827 and Rebecca was born in 1830.  He had two younger 
brothers, Ira James, born in 1836, and Daniel Carter, born in 1838.  Baby Daniel lived to be a year and 10 
months old, dying in 1840. 

 Clark’s father, Ira Ames, was converted to the Gospel by Jared Carter, his wife Charity Carter’s 
cousin.  He was baptized on June 3, 1832.  Charity was baptized June 15, 1832 according to Family 
Search records.  However, Ira’s journal records that Charity was baptized by Orson Pratt in Lake 
Champlain, August 1833. 

Clark’s young life was spent in the company of the early leaders of the LDS  Church, as his father was a 
close friend and supporter of Joseph S mith.  He probably did not realize the significance of many events 
that he was blessed to observe.  For instance, in 1834, when C lark was just 2 years old, both his father 
and mother received patriarchal blessings from Joseph S mith S r. in the Ames home.  Joseph S mith Jr, 
Hyrum S mith, Oliver Cowdery and Orson Hyde were there at the time.   

Per Ira Ames journal, the family had moved from Moores, New York, to Kirtland, Ohio, in May of 1833 to 
“gather with the Saints.”    When he was 4, on October 3rd, 1836, his little brother Ira James was born in 
Kirtland.  Ira had built a nice home for them there, and being a hard worker, was always able to earn 
enough to care for his family.  But he wanted to be where “the body of the Saints were” so he was soon 
making plans to move the family to Far West. 

In January 1838, Ira and his family started for Far West, Missouri, leaving Kirtland just 2 weeks after 
Joseph S mith.  This was at the height of persecution in Jackson County, but things were calm in Far 
West.  However, the travel was slow and they did not arrive in Far West until late August when the 
Saints there were also beginning to be under attack.  Charity gave birth to C lark’s tiny baby brother 
Daniel Carter on S eptember 1st in Far West, evidently very soon after their arrival.  The entire time of her 
pregnancy had been spent in miserable circumstances traveling 700 miles from Kirtland to Far West.   In 
fact, according to Ira, Charity paid for much of their travel by making and selling men’s neck stocks  (a 
fancy stiff neck gear of the time.) 

Clark was now 6 years old and the persecution of the Mormons culminated in a terrible frightening 
“war.”  Ira described in his journal how he among others were marched into the “square” surrounded by 
a mob.  They surrendered their weapons and had to stand for hours without comfort or rest.  He said 
“our little children came out to us, and we sent them to bring us food.”   C lark and his two older sisters, 
11 and 8 years old undoubtedly brought food to their father.  Their mother, Charity, was not well.  

In March 1839, the family were forced to leave Far West and make their way with the other Latter-day 
Saints across the river to Illinois.  Charity was just 32 years old.  Their hardships are described in his 
journal.  S he died in C layton (25 miles east of Quincy) 22 June 1839.  Our grandfather C lark was not quite 
seven, the oldest boy.  In that time, boys of his age were expected to work hard to assist the family, and 
though we do not have a diary of his or any details in his words, we know his life was not an easy one, 
and had never yet been so. 



Several of the Mormon women volunteered to help with the children while Ira worked at a tannery for 
$1 a day.  One of those ladies was 25-year-old Sarah Johnson whose “kindness and affection” for his 
children caused him to feel fondly towards her.   Read about their interesting courtship in Ira’s journal.  
They were married 10 August 1839.   

Ira and Sarah and their family were poverty stricken.  The littlest child, Daniel, died the following July. 

Ira split wood in exchange for provisions.  He built a log home in Nauvoo.  Many trials and hardships.  Ira 
was only 35 years old.  C lark was now 7.   

They are in the 1840 Hancock Illinois census. 

A new little brother, Samuel, was born to Sarah and Ira in July 1842.  August 1842 Ira left on a mission to 
the east.  It was not easy for him to leave the family.   I wish we had C lark’s memories of this time.  Did 
he enjoy his childhood?  I think he must have measured his experiences against his contemporaries who 
were not much better off than they were.  S o surely he had many happy times.  But work would have to 
have been a big part of his life.   

S tep-mother Sarah, though kind and loving, was very ill when Ira had to leave.  F ifteen-year-old C larissa, 
12-year-old Rebecca, and 10-year-old C lark, with little brother Ira James, now 6, and a new baby brother 
had a lot to do during the year their father was gone. 

They survived that year and when Ira returned in June 1843 he found his family “in health and tolerably 
comfortable”.  Sarah “had planted a garden and it was all up nice.”    

 Ira and their Uncle Daniel Carter (C harity’s brother) purchased and went to work on a shared farm of 
180 acres.     Daniel’s wife had died leaving three living children, cousins of C lark.  The youngest was 
three.  He died in July that year.  S o Uncle Daniel with his two daughters, Harriett and Ruth, who were 
both a little younger than Clark, made their home with the Ames family. Both families worked the farm.    

[Following is an excerpt from the life of Daniel Carter as remembered by his gg granddaughter Delia 
Putnam Montgomery.  Available on LDS  Family S earch.  It varies slightly from Ira’s account kept in his 
handwriting, but gives another perspective on the time and the difficulties the family was enduring.] 

“The Saints were leaving Pittsfield in great numbers and so Daniel took his three children and 
went by boat to Nauvoo where they were welcomed into the home of Hyrum Smith. They lived 
in part of his home until Daniel purchased one hundred sixty acres of virgin soil. It was swampy 
in some parts and was located eight miles east of the Nauvoo Temple. Daniel's brother-in-law, 
Ira Ames, his children, and second wife, Sarah, came to live with them. Daniel's burden was 
lightened by having a woman to care for his children. They lived in a small log cabin. Daniel and 
Ira worked hard to get crops planted and a garden to provide food for the table. In the fall they 
harvested three hundred bushels of wheat which they ground into flour for the winter. There 
was also plenty of corn to feed the hogs and chickens. A bounteous garden provided well for 
them during the summer and with ample to store for the winter. That fall they planted twenty 
acres of wheat. While living here, little Jabez contracted measles and died in July 1843 at the 
age of five. He was buried in Nauvoo, but the place is not known.” 

Then tragedy struck.  28 June 1844 Joseph and Hyrum were killed.  The Ames and Carter family and farm 
were 8 miles north [east] of Nauvoo and were left alone by the mobs now besieging the Saints in that 
beautiful little city, but plans began to be made to leave.  Their last crop was taken out in the fall.  It was 



a good one.  Ira said “I and my two boys C lark and Ira thrashed it out and delivered it.”  With the 
proceeds they purchased necessary supplies to leave their lovely home again and move west. 

In February 1845 Sarah gave birth to a child who died at about 2 weeks old.  S ix weeks later, the end of 
April, the family began their trek to Council Bluffs.   

Clark was now 13 and able to do much to help on the 50-acre farm that Ira homesteaded, three miles 
from Kanesville, west, near the river.  The family remained in Kanesville until 1851 when they left for 
Salt Lake. 

However, C lark did not travel with his father and brother and the rest of the Ames family to Salt Lake.  In 
fact, he does not appear in the 1850 Census in Iowa.  Ira and Sarah are listed with their children, 
Clarissa, Ira [James] Samuel and Hannah.  But C lark has moved …. 

Ira spoke of this in his journal: 

“In the year 1850 my oldest son Clark 
became disaffected with my family and 
partook of a roving spirit and was not subject 
to my counsel. And having heard much of the 
talk that then filled the United States in 
relation to the Gold Mines of California he 
concluded to leave his father's house and 
seek his fortune there.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In spite of many hours spent searching records of wagon trains that left from Iowa for the gold fields, I 
have been unable to find C lark’s name listed among them.  But, obviously he was with them, because in 
1852, he shows up in the California Census, as a miner!  This is a little difficult to read, but here he is, big 
as life on the bottom line:  

This California 
Census was taken I 
June 1852. 

Although we have 
no written record 
of C lark’s time in 
California, we do 
know what Ira said 



on his return, that “He went, found things there very different from what he expected, and came to 
Great Salt Lake City the 20th of October 1852 with $59 in money and the clothes on his back.” 

In 1852 C lark did indeed join his father’s family in Salt Lake as recorded in the Autobiography of Parley P. 
Pratt: 1 

Tuesday, 14th [September 14, 1852]. —All being ready, we took leave of the Saints in San 
Barnardino [Bernardino], and commenced our journey at nine o’clock, A.M. 

Brothers Rich and Lyman, with several other friends, accompanied us a few miles, and ox teams 
and teamsters accompanied us for three days, to haul us over the Cajon Pass, where we took 
leave of them, and at evening organized our company as follows: —P[arley]. P. Pratt and wife, 
Rufus Allen,  William Follett, Clark Ames, Samuel Gould, Andrew Calhoun and wife, Elisha Hyatt 
wife and child, Thomas Dowel, John Hyatt, John Green, George Clark, John Green was appointed 
captain of the guard. In all, eleven men, four women and one child. [Only three women are 
listed.] 

We were soon joined by five Spaniards, who had near forty animals, mostly horses, who 
accompanied us for some hundreds of miles, and joined us in guarding, etc. Their animals being 
poor and unshod, we left them on the Rio Virgin. We met a company of twenty-four emigrants 
near the Salt Spring. 

On the Muddy our camp was thronged with near sixty Indians, in a state of nudity, bringing 
with them green corn, melons, and dressed skins for sale, or exchange for clothing. They were 
all good natured and glad to see us; some of them accompanied us twenty-five miles, held our 
horses, guns, etc., and assisted us up the hills. 

After twenty days we all arrived in safety at Santa Clara, about one hundred miles from the 
settlement in Iron County. 

October 7th. —All arrived in safety in the settlement in Iron County, Utah, and were kindly 
received and entertained by the Saints. 

I called on sister Robinson in the twilight of evening, and asked for the dinner which I had 
spoken for one and a half years before. We were kindly received by her and others. 

We tarried three days in Parowan Fort and preached to the Saints. 

Taking leave of the Saints we resumed our journey. Nothing worthy of note transpired during 
the rest of the journey, which was two hundred and fifty miles, mostly among the settlements, 
where we were kindly entertained.   On the 18th, near midnight, I arrived home.” 

Ira stated it succinctly, “[C lark arrived home] 20th of October 1852 with $59 in money and the clothes on 
his back.”  The records show that C lark was baptized [or possibly rebaptized on 24 October 1852 just 
four days after returning home. 

Ira continues: “He then came to live with me and worked in the tan yard until he married Francis Jane 
Beavan and shortly after on the 14th September 1854 he was sent on a mission to Santa Clara in 
Washington County, Utah from which mission he returned June 13, 1855 having been released honorably 
from the mission. “    

                                                 
1 This explains why there is no record of Clark coming with his family or the main body of the church to Salt Lake. 



 

By this time, Ira and C lark’s younger brother Ira James, with help from John D. Williams, C larissa’s 
husband, had established homes on “lot 6 Block 133 on the S tate Road near the warm spring” [Ira Ames 
Journal, pg. 20].  They were immersed in the leather tanning and currying business and doing well.  C lark 
went to work with his brother in the tanning yard. 

 

Frances Jane Beavan’s father and mother: James and Hannah; 
her sister: Mary Ann; Frances Jane, and little sister -  Harriet 
Beaven came on the 1848 Brigham Young Wagon Train to Salt 
Lake from Kanesville, Iowa. They traveled from 5 June to 
September 24, 1848.  They eventually settled in what is now 
Kaysville, Utah.  The family is shown in the 1850 Davis County, 
Utah Census. 

Clark married Frances Jane Beavan in Salt Lake C ity on the 8 
March 1854 when she was 18 years old.  

Shortly after  on 14 S eptember 1854, according to Ira’s journal, 
Clark was called to serve a mission to Santa C lara, Washington 
County, Utah.  The main group called initially to that mission 

were described in this article from the Improvement Era, 1945: 

A Brief History of the Establishment of St. George, Utah 2 

 In 1854, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (also known as the LDS Church, or 
Mormon Church) established an Indian mission in Santa Clara, two miles northwest of present-
day St. George.  

3 (The Southern Indian Mission by Juanita Brooks, Improvement Era, 1945, Vol. Xlviii. April, 
1945. No. 4.) The SOUTHERN INDIAN Mission 

IN 1854, Great Salt Lake City was, as it had been since its founding and was to remain for 
many years, the most important center west of the Mississippi River. Less than seven years old 
at this time, it boasted a population of some 20,000 people, a boast no doubt slightly 
exaggerated. Yet the progress that had been made in those short seven years was little short 
of phenomenal. Where had been only desert gray, except for the streak of green made by the 
willows on the banks of City Creek, was now a thriving city, laid out with uniform square blocks 
and wide streets, and covering an area of twelve square miles. Though the homes of 
newcomers might consist of a dugout and a wagon box bedroom, or a small adobe house, 
there were many large, two-story homes with glass at the windows and picket fences in front. 

                                                 
2 The mission to Santa Clara (The Southern Indian Mission) was described very well here and gives us a colorful 
picture of the travel conditions from Salt Lake all the way south at the time.  Clark did not travel with this initial 
group; he came between October and November.  I include the description of Salt Lake City, because of Clark and 
Frances Jane living there at the time. This excerpt from The Journal of the Southern States Mission, Diary of 
Thomas D Brown includes this on page 91:    
 
3  
 

Francis Jane Beavan 



Streams of irrigation water ran at the edge of the sidewalks; the young trees which fringed 
them had grown thriftily. 

The temple block was enclosed with a high rock wall, finished nearly two years before, within 
which were the Hall of Science and a new adobe tabernacle capable of seating between two 
and three thousand people, to take the place of the willow bowery. Across the street where the 
Hotel Utah now stands was the tithing office, and adjoining it the long, low building which 
housed The Deseret News, while across the street to the south the Council House raised its two 
stories and stood four-square to all the world. One block east, on State Street, the new Social 
Hall had been completed, the home of the town's best entertainment. Here theatricals were 
presented, all firearms were checked at the door, produce was accepted for tickets, and the 
price of a child in arms was listed as ten dollars. Four years earlier 
the University of Deseret had been founded, with $ 5,000 appropriated annually for its 
maintenance, and an elaborate course of study outlined. 

Perhaps the most striking change had come about along Main Street, for the pole fences of a 
few years before had been torn down and stores and shops elbowed each other for room, 
competing loudly with fancy signs, and fitted out with many hitching posts in front and planks 
along the sidewalks to accommodate the customers. 

On Friday morning, April 14, 1854, six wagons gathered at the home of Parley P. Pratt in Salt 
Lake City, preparatory to leaving for the Southern Indian Mission. The missionaries had been 
called at conference the October before and had been given the winter in which to prepare for 
the mission. Some of them studied Spanish that they might be better interpreters with the 
traders of the South; all of them tried to arrange their family and business affairs for a long 
absence. On the Monday preceding, most of them had met and been set apart for this 
mission. They had also effected an organization with Rufus C. Allen as captain, and David 
Lewis and Samuel F. Atwood as first and second lieutenants, respectively. Though they had 
agreed upon this as the time and place for starting, all were not present, but as some lived in 
the settlements to the south, it was thought best to proceed and pick them up on the way. 

The recorder, Thomas D. Brown, wrote that the counsel given was: "In the absence of Capt. 
Allen that we start under the first lieutenant, behave ourselves as missionaries of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, keep a regular and vigilant guard, take care of our teams and 
other property, and procure our potato seed in the southern settlements and that he—P. P. 
Pratt—would follow us, and might overtake us, and give us further instructions, setting apart 
those who had not been with us on the 10th inst." 

Garland Hurt, Indian agent for Utah, had written of this group, "They embrace a class of rude 
and lawless young men, such as might be regarded as a curse to any civilized community." 
Since from his correspondence it is clear that Agent Hurt found it hard to see anything good in 
any Mormon, the above comment is not to be wondered at. Certainly the group was composed 
largely of very young men; certainly they would not fit into his idea of the conventional 
missionary. But for the work to which they were called, they were well fitted. They were 
learned in the ways of the frontier; they were resourceful; they had an abiding faith in God and 
their leaders, and in the value of the work they were sent to do. 

The company pulled out of Salt Lake City in regular order. At Lehi they were joined by two 
missionaries; at Pleasant Grove by two more, and at Provo Captain Allen and Isaac Riddle 



came up with them, making the group complete. They now numbered twenty-one men, 
with one boy of fourteen (Preston King) and one of six who were accompanying their fathers. 
The historian listed all the men, giving their ages, rank in the priesthood, and the quorum to 
which they belonged. They were, in the order in which he lists them: T. D. Brown, 46; Ira Hatch, 
18; Rufus C. Allen, 26; Isaac Riddle, 24; Wm. Henefer, 30; Augustus P. Hardy, 23; Samuel F. 
Atwood, 29; Robert M. Dickson, 46; Hyrum Burgess, 17; Benjamin Knell, 19; David Lewis, 40; 
Lorenzo Roundy, 34; Jacob Hamblin, 35; Elnathan Eldridge, 42; Robert Ritchie, 47; Samuel 
Knights, 21; Thales H. Haskell, 20; Amos G. Thornton, 21; Richard Robison, 23; John Lott, 28; 
and John Murdock, 27. They included one priest, six elders, twelve seventies, and two high 
priests. 

Their course was to lead them south and west to the very edge of the Mormon settlements. As 
they pulled out of Provo, they knew that they were facing the frontier and leaving behind them 
the last town of any size, for Provo was at that time the second largest city in the state. It 
boasted a flour mill and two hotels, one having eight rooms and the other being forty feet long 
and two stories high. Here, too, were several select schools, one where French and German 
were taught, a night school for adults, an historical society, and a singing school. Young men 
facing at least two years among the Indians could not but reflect upon the advantages of 
society in the north. 

The historian, Thomas D. Brown, kept a careful record of all the doings of the journey, and it is 
through his eyes that we see most of the details. His journal, written in black ink in a strong 
Spencerian hand with hair-fine lines up and heavy shadings down, especially on the titles, is a 
volume of two hundred forty-three pages, and shows his keen power of observation and his 
independence of thought. His Latin phrases and his quotations from Shakespeare and other 
English authors mark him as a man with some educational background. He gives details of 
each day's travel, discussing the roads, the feed and the weather, as well as the towns they 
passed on the way. He had listed their outfits as: 

10 wagons, 23 horses and mules, 6 cattle, 7 cows, 4,420 pounds of flour, 20 wheat, 10 corn, 18 
axes, 1 saw, 20 guns, 3 pistols, 2 swords, 5 ploughs, with full ammunition and many "fixings." 

They passed through Springville, and paused at Spanish Fork, where the bishop gave them 
some pork, then progressed to Payson or Petetneti. At Nephi they stopped to have some wheat 
ground. At Fillmore, Porter Rockwell and other Indian interpreters passed the company on the 
way to Chief Walker's camp. Under date of April 25, T. D. Brown wrote: 

A fine morning after leaving camp up to Corn Creek, very wet and heavy driving. About 20 
Indians of Walker's band came and surrounded our wagons and finally crossed the road and 
stood ahead of them. After many strange gestures and much loud speaking by the eldest of 
them, a blanket was thrown down. We all understood this to be a demand for toll for passing 
over their land; we all contributed some bread and flour and tobacco. They sat down and 
seemed to enjoy the bread. We passed on and soon some more came down the creek; they, 
too, had to be satisfied. 

The next day they passed a small train of goods and droves of horses owned by a Mr. Watters, 
a mountain trader, and the historian commented on the fact that they had sugar for sale at 
75c a pound and tea for $ 2.00. Chief Walker was traveling with the train, and had given 
Watters an Indian boy in exchange for a horse and about three hundred dollars’ worth of 



goods. Porter Rockwell and his group were also returning with this company, trying to 
persuade Walker to go in to Salt Lake for an interview with President Young. "The Hawk of the 
Mountains," as Chief Walker called himself, was by far the most powerful chief of the southern 
part of the state, and felt his own importance, so the Mormons courted his friendship. It might 
be that the meeting with the train was responsible for this comment: 

I shall here mention that this company have attended to prayers morning and evening all the 
way, to keeping good guards out by night, and have been united, and kept their powder dry. 

AT Parowan the missionaries stayed over Saturday and Sunday. This town, often spoken of as 
"Little Salt Lake" was now only three years old, but if one were to judge by the reports that 
were sent to The Deseret News, it had made substantial improvements. Some adobe homes 
had been built, a tabernacle was being completed. Their waterwheel was used to grind flour by 
night and to run a sawmill by day. A new threshing machine had been freighted across the 
desert from California, while E. E. Elmer's cabinet shop, C. C. Pendleton's machine shop, and 
William H. Dame's tannery represented the sum of local industry, aside from farming. Many 
homes had spinning wheels and a few had looms, and the sound of industry could be heard 
when one walked about the town. At the conference held there on the September 11, 
preceding, there had been reported 455 people in the settlement at Parowan, and of the town 
T. D. Brown comments: 

In Parowan I have witnessed the most peace, union, order, good feeling, cleanliness, &c., I 
have anywhere on the road. 

Certainly the Saints of this little town were most liberal in their donations to the missionaries, 
giving butter, eggs, corn, wheat, potatoes, and fresh vegetables, all of which were carefully 
listed by the historian. 

Beyond Parowan, a day's travel, was Cedar City, the center of the coal and iron industry, where 
the "Deseret Iron Company" was then working to produce iron. At this town was gathered one 
of the most heterogeneous groups of the state, for the 795 people reported at their conference 
the fall before, there were many from England, Wales, Scotland, and the coal mining districts 
of Pennsylvania. So confident were they that it would be only a matter of months before they 
would be producing large quantities of pig iron, that some of the Saints had taken the tires 
from their wagons to be melted down and used to build the machinery. Now they were 
without the use of their wagons, and were beginning to realize that they must not depend 
entirely upon the mines for a living, but must produce their own food. 

The missionaries did not stop here long, but went on to their destination, Harmony, the last 
settlement toward the south, where they arrived on May 2. Their first business was to assure 
themselves food for the next season, so they selected a site, surveyed it, and divided it into 
two-acre plots, one for each missionary. These were assigned by drawing lots, each plot being 
numbered and corresponding numbers being placed in a hat. 

The group set to work clearing the land and digging a ditch. After two weeks of work, the 
historian reported that they had cleared sixty-four acres and, with the help of fifteen friendly 
Indians, had begun to work on a canal "eight miles long, six feet wide, and three feet deep." 
Such entries as the following give some idea of what this labor meant, especially to a man 
unaccustomed to it. 



Many engaged this day ploughing and sowing. I and Ira Hatch engaged grubbing land for our 
wheat, much grease wood upon it. I wrought with my axe until my hands were blistered, broke 
and bled.... 

On May 17 a horseman came to tell them that President Young was on his way to visit them, 
and asked them to gather with the people at Harmony. That meant a buzz of preparation, 
baths to be taken, beards trimmed, clothes washed and mended. Fort Harmony had only 
fifteen men old enough to bear arms, besides the twenty-one missionaries, while the 
president's party consisted of "82 men, 14 women, and 5 children, traveling in 34 carriages and 
with 95 horses." Truly the visit was an occasion for the people on the frontier. 

At early candlelight they all gathered for a meeting in the center of the fort, where a bonfire of 
cedar was lighted. The people sat in a circle on logs or planks, the visitors, the settlers, the 
missionaries, and the friendly Indians, self-conscious in their unaccustomed shirts. The visiting 
brethren spoke of the importance of this mission, exhorting the people to do their duty and 
promising them that the day would come when the southern part of the state would be the 
head and not the tail.  

Parley P. Pratt was explicit in his counsel: 

Give them shirts, pants, and petticoats. Say not only "be ye fed and clothed." Language neither 
feeds their stomachs nor covers their nakedness, nor can words convince them of your 
friendship. Feed, clothe, and instruct them, and in a year they will more than repay you for 
your outlay.... Teach them habits of cleanliness and industry "and many generations shall not 
pass away until they shall become a white and delightsome people." Win their hearts, their 
affections; teach them, baptize them, wash, cleanse, and clothe them. I should always have 
clean garments ready and clothe everyone I should baptize. ... This wrestling, jumping and 
gamboling in their presence sets them a bad example, of idleness. Get their good will by 
manifesting yours.... 

President Young followed the same theme in his talk, reported in some detail in the Journal. A 
brief excerpt will serve to show its general tone. 

You are sent not to farm, to build nice houses and fence fine fields, not to help white men, but 
to save red ones. Learn their language, and this you can do more effectively by living among 
them as well as by writing out a list of words. Go with them where they go. Live with them, 
and when they rest, let them live with you; feed them, clothe them, and teach them as you 
can, and being thus with them all the time, you will soon be able to teach them in their own 
language. They are our brethren; we must seek after them, commit their language, get their 
understanding and when they go off in parties you go with them. 

The president helped the group to lay out a new fort, and gave full instructions for its erection. 
After he had gone, the missionaries set about preparing to visit the Indian tribes to the south. 
They must first complete their ditch and get their crops planted, both of which were difficult, 
for the new ditch had sandy banks that washed away, too steep a grade in some places, and a 
gravelly, porous bed that lost all the water in others. They appointed a water master to keep 
constant vigilance on the ditch and finally made arrangements to go on what they considered 
their real mission—a visit to the tribes who had never seen missionaries before. 



From the following journal, we discover that not only did Clark go to the Southern Indian Mission, but 
Frances Jane accompanied him: 

JOURNAL OF THE SOUTHERN INDIAN MISSION Diary of Thomas D. Brown Edited by JUANITA 
BROOKS  

4“Thursday 23 Novr. dug out the foundation of my house. Friday 24. Hunting Rock for foundation & 
most missionaries & settlers engaged Building Rock and adobies. Omitted on 16 Novr. The 
missionaries held a meeting R.C. Allen presiding, when Benj. Knell, Clarke Ames and David Tullis were 
called & ordained to the office of Elder under the hands of R.C. Allen. S. Atwood and T.D. Brown, at 
the same time C. Ames and D. Tullis were set apart to this mission. 

January, 1855, Also Clarke Ames & his wife, they are appointed to take charge of the Indian farming 
at Cedar City for a season. 

Tuesday 20th Feby. Could not return to Harmony - strong south wind, very cold & showers of snow. 
W edy 21. Snow storm still continued. Started for Harmony, very cold - as we approached Harmony, 
after 5 hours exposure in an open waggon, the snow became deeper till it reached 12 to 18 inches, 
and inside the Fort much snow drifted. Thursday 22nd. Snow still very deep, & continuing to fall. C. 
Ames our farming Missionary reh1rned to his appointment at Cedar City. 

Tuesday 17 April. Most out at pickets. I grubbing. Wind, South-east. Bror J. Hamblin arrived from the 
Santa Clara, with C. Ames & waggon for more food for that station, he reports all well there; the 
missionaries had put 6 acres wheat & oats in there, they mean to show the Indians how to put theirs 
in, to exchange labor with them, and not do all the work. 

Clark and Frances spent a little less than one year as missionaries to Santa Clara and returned home 13 
June 1855.  Three weeks later, on 4 July 1855, Frances Jane gave birth to their first son - Clark Ezra Ames 
–in Salt Lake City. 

28 July 1857, their second child – Joseph Arnold Ames – was born, also in Salt Lake City. 

21 February 1858 this entry in Ira Ames Journal gives us a nice look into the character of Clark: 

My oldest son Clark rose next with an excellent spirit, he showed that a family was just like a 
tree, no branch should interfere with another or break itself off from the tree but all should be 
centered firmly to the trunk of the tree. He spoke well, I felt exceeding joy to hear him. He spoke 
of considerable length and made use of many figures to convey his ideas. Ira Jr. then arose with 
a good spirit and talked well. Felt that he would stick to his father anyhow and take his father's 
counsel in all things and be subject to him. Ira Jr. spoke at considerable length, all were well 
pleased. After he ceased to talk Clark drew a comparison. That sometimes a steam boat would 
approach the dock, but not come up right, and have to back off again, and then come up the 
second time, and the second time would miss it, and have to back off again, and perhaps the 
third time would succeed in coming nicely alongside the dock. And now he proposed that we 
should all come up alongside the first time, right, and lash fast without having to back and 
come again. 

I put this motion to vote and all voted it. By this time, it being late the meeting was dismissed. 
On the 1st of March we held another meeting, all the family were present as before. Clark 

                                                           
4 Page 91.  This is the first reference to Clark Carter Ames participation in this mission. 



opened the meeting by prayer, I then made some remarks expressive of my gratitude in seeing 
my family together for the purpose for which we had met: to tell over our feelings and wishes. 
Clark then arose and expressed his feelings and views on the subject of parent’s government of 
children, and also gave good exhortation to Samuel his younger brother in relation to obedience 
and improving his mind. 

On March 6th, Ira pronounced blessings upon each of his posterity, including grandchildren.  The only 
family missing was that of his daughter Rebecca and her husband Isaiah Huntsman who were living at 
the time in Fillmore.   

Clark Ames, Son of Ira and Charity Ames  Born in Mooers Clinton County State of New York on 
the 15th July 1832. 
 
Clark, I lay my hands upon thy head in the name of Jesus Christ, to place upon thee a fathers 
blessing. And I feel to ask my Heavenly Father to let his Holy Spirit rest upon thee at this time 
that the faith may Mingle with my faith, that I may, by our union of faith, be enabled to predict 
things to come hereafter or rather that I may be enabled to predict upon thy head thins that 
shall happen to thee hereafter.  
 
Thou art my oldest son, my first born son, thou wast born in the strength of my youth or thou 
wast begotten in the days of my strength. Whilst thou wast still in thy youth the adversary 
sought to lead thee away and destroy thee. The adversary sought to lead thee from thy father's 
House and from the counsel of thy father, and he did lead thee away, thou didst leave thy 
father's House very much to the grief and annoyance of thy father's feelings.  
 
Nevertheless, the Lord heard my prayers and thou didst return to thy father’s house in due 
season. While thou wast afar off in a strange land, the faith of thy father prevailed and his 
prayers were heard and thou didst return and thy father received thee with joy and rejoicing.  
 
Nevertheless, thou hast been under an evil influence, the adversary has sought to lead thee in 
paths that were not right.  Thou hast reflected upon the course that thou wast pursuing, and 
thou hast now placed thyself under thy father's care and counsel. Thou hast promised to take the 
counsel of the father as thou shouldest do. And inasmuch as thou wilt now seek to listen to the 
counsels of thy father, thou shalt see prosperity; Yea, thou shalt be blessed with prosperity.  
 
Let thy mind be steady to receive the counsel of thy father. Let thine interest be thy fathers 
interest, and thy father's interest thy interest. Thou shalt be in trying places, thou shalt be in 
places where thou shalt see dangers, yea, where thou shalt see trying things; but thou shalt be 
lead in paths of safety and thou shalt triumph over thine enemies.  
 
They shalt not have power to take thy life from the earth. Thou shalt be safe in the midst of 
fierce battles, thou shalt be a defender of Zion, and thou shalt receive an inheritance in Zion with 
the People of God. When they receive their inheritances, thy posterity should be numerous and 
they shall share in thy blessings, and they shalt share in the blessings of the Holy Priesthood. I 
sealed these blessings upon thy head in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit--Amen.  
 
 



Patriarchal Blessing of Frances Jane Beavan first wife of Clark Ames,  
born in Esley, Herefordshire, England on the 2nd February 1837.  
 
Frances Jane. I feel to lay my hands upon thy head to give thee a father's blessing and to seal 
upon thy head those things that shall happen hereafter or to predict upon thy head those things 
that shall come to pass. The Lord has preserved thy life until this present time. And thou art in 
the way of Salvation. And inasmuch as thou will give heed to the dictations of the Holy Spirit. 
Thou shalt be lead in a path that shall lead thee to many blessings. Thou shalt increase in 
wisdom and in knowledge in the things of God, Yea, thou shalt increase in knowledge in the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of Heaven.  
 
Thou shalt be an instrument in assisting thy husband as an help mate, and thou, together with 
him, shall do a work that shall be of great benefit to the Kingdom of God. Thou shalt have 
wisdom given thee of God to direct thee in all thy ways. And thou shalt be able to teach thy 
posterity the principles of Eternal Truth. Thou shalt be able to lead them, And thou shalt dictate 
them and guide them in the path of truth and salvation.  
 
Thy posterity shall be eminent in their day and generation. They shall be ornaments around thee. 
And thy heart shall be made to rejoice in them in days to come. Thy posterity shall be blessed 
with all the blessings and gifts of the Gospel, which are to be shed forth upon the people of God 
in these last days. And if thou wilt be faithful in the order of Heaven upon the earth, thou shalt 
never lack for any good thing in this world. Thou shalt not lack for food nor for raiment nor for 
houses nor for lands, nor shall thy children cry for bread.  
 
These blessings I seal upon thy head in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit Amen. 
 

Here begins a small mystery.  Ira also pronounced a blessing on the head of Harriett Quinn.  It 
follows: 

Blessing of Harriet Quinn [age 21] 2nd wife of Clark Ames.  [6 March 1858] They were sealed by 
President Brigham Young, Sunday March 7, 1858. 

 She was born in the Island of Jersey Channel Islands June 7, 1837.  Her father's name was William 
Quinn. Her mother’s name was Mary Ann Hoskins.  [actually Hosking] 

Harriet, In the name of Jesus Christ I lay my hands upon thy head to bless thee. And I say that thou 
shalt be blessed. Thou shalt have the gift of discernment that thou shalt be able to order thy life 
that wheresoever thy lot is cast thou shalt have wisdom to make peace.  

 

This blessing I seal upon thy head inasmuch as thou art faithful to thy God. And inasmuch as thou art 
humble before God, the Lord shall direct thy footsteps in a path that shall cause joy and peace to thy 
soul.  

Thou hast in days that are past seen much affliction; thou hast seen things that have caused thee to 
mourn; but thou hast preserved thine integrity; and thou hast been preserved in the principles of 
truth. Thou shalt live to see the day that thy mind shall expand that thou shalt understand the deep 
things of God. Thou shalt be a help to thy partner in life. Also thou shalt be lead in a way that thou 



shalt be an instrument in the hands of God or performing acts in thy life that shall result in great 
good. Thou shalt live to see events transpired in thy life time. That shall cause thy heart to rejoice 
and to praise thy God.  

And I feel to say thou shalt never lack for food nor for raiment, nor for houses and lands nor for flocks 
and herds; but all these things shall be secured unto thee.  

Thou shalt be a teacher in Israel.  Thou shalt be able in thy day to give good instruction to many 
around thee and be able to dictate in things that shall be for their good.  

These blessings I seal upon thy head in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. Recorded 11th March 1858  

Curtis E. Bolton Scribe 

https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/search?first-name=Harriet&last-name=Quinn&birth-
year=&death-year= 
 
Harriet Quinn had come from England with the James G. Willie Company in 1856 when she was 19 
years old.  
Quinn, Elizabeth 17 18 April 1839 1 November 1901 
Quinn, George 14 28 May 1842 18 January 1920 
Quinn, Harriet 19 15 March 1837 8 March 1878 
Quinn, Isabella 8 About 1848 Unknown 
Quinn, Joseph Hyrum 7 15 March 1849 4 December 1913 
Quinn, Mary Ann 22 19 July 1833 30 May 1897 
Quinn, Mary Ann Hosking 49 27 January 1807 Unknown 
Quinn, William R. 24 7 November 1831 25 February 1902 
Quinn, William W. 50 31 January 1806 Unknown 
They split up in Iowa.  Harriet and her two sisters continued on with the Edward Martin Handcart 
Company.  The 5th handcart company; 575 individuals, 145 handcarts, and 8 wagons were in this 
company when it began its journey from the outfitting post at Iowa City, Iowa. 
Quinn, Elizabeth 17 18 April 1839 1 November 1901 
Quinn, Harriet 19 15 March 1837 8 March 1878 
Quinn, Mary Ann 23 19 July 1833 30 May 1897 

 
The reason these records are important is that they clarify the actual spelling of Harriet’s last 
name:  Quinn, rather than Queen.  Ira’s original journal has been difficult to read and there are 
real heavy “splotches” where the last name is entered; so it has been presumed for a very long 
time that her last name was Queen.  However, her mother is clearly identified in the Willie 
Company as “Mary Ann Hosking Quinn.” Ira had also identified her mother: Mary Ann Hoskin.  
 
That at least settles mystery #1.  The second question quickly becomes … “what happened 
next?”  Why is there no further record of her with Clark?  Some researcher has identified a child 
born to the couple - “Mary Elizabeth Ames, born 1858.”   So far I have been unable to find an 
actual birth record for her or any further evidence of what happened to her.    
 
 It is my belief that this child did not live for very long.  That is based upon a further record… the 
1860 Federal Census  

https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19272/elizabeth-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19273/george-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/61899543471476886110/harriet-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19275/isabella-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19276/joseph-hyrum-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/14215572055982743436/mary-ann-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19277/mary-ann-hosking-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19278/william-r-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/40828/william-w-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/19272/elizabeth-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/61899543471476886110/harriet-quinn
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravel/pioneers/14215572055982743436/mary-ann-quinn


 http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1860usfedcenancestry&indiv=try&h=34766659 
 
In that census, Harriet is listed as being in the household of Brigham Young … not as wife or 
daughter…just there.  She is 23 years old which coincides with her birth year.    Therefore, she 
really did not stay very long in the Ames household, and clearly did not have a young child with 
her in 1860.    
 
The 1860 Census also lists Clark Ames with one wife, Frances, and three little boys .. no Mary 
Elizabeth born in 1858 and no Harriet.   

Name Clark Ames 
Age 26 

Birth Year abt 1834 
Gender Male 

Birth 
Place Utah 

Home in 
1860 Cache, Utah Territory 

Post 
Office Brigham 

Family 
Number 1624 

Household 
Members 

Name Age 
Clark Ames 26 
Frances Ames 23 
Clark Ames 5 
Joseph Ames 3 
Charity Ames 1 

 

 
 
Sometime before 1862 Harriet married Graham Douglas and lived the rest of her life in the 
Sanpete, Utah, area where many of her Quinn family relatives also settled.  She had 7 sons and 1 
daughter with Graham Douglas before she died in 1848, just shy of 41 years old. 
 
I have great hope that someone in Clark’s vast posterity will be able to help resolve the mystery 
of Clark and Harriet.  

So! Clark and Frances Jane Beavan [or Bevan] were married 8 March 1854 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Their first son, Clark Ezra, was born in Salt Lake City after their return from the Southern Indian 
Mission.   
 
Clark continued to work with his father Ira and with his brother, Ira James, in the tanning business in 
Salt Lake.  
 
While in Salt Lake, their second son, Joseph Arnold was born (28 July 1857). 
 



The first daughter, Francis Charity, was born in Kaysville (sometimes entered in the early records as 
Caseville) 29 September 1859.   The James Beavan Family had settled in Kaysville, so it is likely that 
Frances Jane had the little girl in either the home of her father James Beavan or her sister Harriett 
who had married Thomas Carlos.    
 
In 1860, the entire Ames family moved to Wellsville, Utah, where Clark and Ira Jr. helped their father 
to build a sawmill and soon after to  establish the first store in Wellsville (137 North 2nd East. 
 

 From Windows on Wellsville: 
“In 1861, Ira [with his sons] built a sawmill on the pond near the present Oregon Short Line 
Railroad, with an up-and-down saw driven by a water wheel.  It was at this time that wooden 
floors and roofs were used.  He also built a tannery and in 1864 built the first store in Wellsville.  He 
freighted his goods from Salt Lake City by ox team; the round trip would take him about three 
weeks.” 

 
19 August 1861, Ira James Ames, their 3rd son, named for Clark’s brother Ira James, was born in 
Wellsville.   
 

 Windows on Wellsville, p 283-284 
“In 1862 Independence Day was celebrated with considerable enthusiasm.  The citizens were 
awakened from their slumbers at daybreak by the firing of musketry by Lt. Clark Ames’ Company of 
Infantry.  Immediately after the citizens were serenaded by the Brass Band under the direction of 
Captain James H. Haslam.  At 8 a.m. the Militia assembled on the public square and paraded under 
their respective officers.  At 10 a.m. a procession and detachment of military were formed under 
Adjutant Robert U. Leatham, marshal of the day, who proceeded to the residence of Major 
Maughan and escorted him, with the invited guests, to the bowery.  Here the congregation was 
called to order.  There was singing by the choir, prayer by Chaplain Thomas Hall, music by the 
band, and orations by Samuel McMurdie, Ira Ames ad Major Maughan. The evening ended with a 
dance.  Deseret News 12:22 
 

14 December 1863, the 4th son, Hyrum Beavan [Bevin], was born in Paris, Bear Lake, Idaho, while the 
family still resided in Wellsville as we can see by the following entry: 

 
Windows on Wellsville, p 229-230 
“Journal of Cache Military District 8, 1865” … 
Company B, Captain Clark Ames; 1st Lieutenant Ira Ames. Jr. 

 
 
Then, on 20 September 1865, 5th son Phillip Henry, was born in Wellsville.  He was the last child born 
in Cache Valley.  
 
And this entry shows a happy integrated family still participating in activities in Wellsville.  Ira Sr., by 
the way, served as Justice of the Peace in Wellsville from 1867 to his death in 1869. 
 

Windows on Wellsville, p 284 
“Fourth of July 1867:  Two companies of infantry, under Captains John. Reeder and Clark Ames, 
awaited at the Liberty Pole at break of day, which they greeted with a volley.  The brass and 



martial bands were also in attendance, and while the “Stars and Stripes” were being unfurled to 
the breeze, they played the ‘Star Spangled Banner’ then marched through the principal streets of 
the city firing occasional salutes, the bands alternately playing ‘Yankee Doodle,’ ‘Hail Columbia,’ 
and ‘Sherman’s March.’ 
 
At eight o’clock everybody and their friends met, and a procession was formed under the 
management of Brother Robert W. Baxter, the marshal of the day, which proceeded to the house 
of and escorted the mayor of the city, Bishop William H. Maughan, and other distinguished 
persons to the City Hall, where the Declaration of Independence was read and an excellent 
oration delivered by the orator of the day, William, F. Littlewood, and a short but lively speech by 
the mayor.  In the afternoon, all came to the public square to amuse themselves. Men, women, 
boys, and girls from five to seventy years old participated.  Some played at cricket, some at 
rounder’s, other pitched quoits, and everything went off with a harm.  Not a drunken person was 
seen nor the smell of liquor present. The day concluded with a pleasant dance in the evening.” 
Deseret News 16:230.” 

 
By 1868, Clark and Frances had moved with their family to the new settlement in far north Box Elder 
County, Utah: Portage.  
Daniel Beavan, their 5th son, was born there 8 August 1868. 
24 Apr 1870 again in Kaysville, Davis, Utah, United States, a daughter Elizabeth Harriet, was born. 
27 March 1872, Portage, Box E., Utah, the birth of Abraham Charles, the 6th son. 
18 May 1874, Portage, Box Elder, Utah, birth of 3rd daughter, Clarissa May. 
26 May 1876, Portage, Box Elder, Utah Territory, United States, birth of Oliver, the 7th son and 11th 
child … their youngest. 
 
This is an interesting time now, because the entire Clark Carter Ames family shows up in Mound 
Valley, Idaho, which was formerly Gentile Valley, and now just a lovely wide spot on the highway.  
The ward records for the Mound Valley Ward show them all there, but only for a short time. 
 
A marriage record [11 October 1880] for Clark Ezra Ames, the eldest son, lists him as "of Mound 
Valley"   He married Annie Coburn, in Salt Lake City. 
Frances Charity, married Andrew Grey, 13 Oct 1880, IN : St. George, Washington, Utah 
Joseph Arnold, 2nd son, married Jennett Amelia Austin, 1 May 1882  in Trenton, Cache, Utah  
Elizabeth Harriet married Walter McFarland Packer 2 Feb 1887 in  Utah 
  
Soon they emigrated permanently to Fairview, Star Valley, Wyoming. 
The young folks had known the Ole Andersen Jensen family for some years.  Now they were all in 
Fairview, so, naturally several of them married: 
Phillip Henry married Maria Jolley Jensen 16 September 1891 in Clarkston, Cache, Utah. 
Daniel Beavan married Ann Nelson 9 Nov 1892 in Logan, Cache, Utah 
 Clarissa May married William Jolley Jensen 30 September 1892 in Logan, Cache, Utah 
Oliver married Sarah Ann Jensen in 1896 
Abraham Charles married Hilda Collins, 11 Mar 1899 • Caribou, Idaho, USA 
Hyrum Beavan married Betsy Albina Russell in Fairview, 30 Jan 1901. 
Ira James married Rachel Moss, Feb 1908 in Boise, Ada, Idaho, USA 
  



We have no more written records about Clark or Frances, but we do know that theirs was a life rich 
and full of the excitement of the times.  It was also not at all easy.  They have left us a great 
heritage. 
 
Frances died 3 December 1899 in Fairview, Wyoming.  Clark lived to 24 January 1907.  They are both 
buried in the Fairview Wyoming Cemetery. 
 
********************************************************************************** 
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